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JOURNEY 

FROM 

BERLIN TO PARIS. 



THE PALAIS ROYAL. 

Its inner-court, three hupdr-ed and; 
twenty yards in length, and one hun*^ 
dred and fifty in breadth, has been 
newly planted. The present generation 
will scarcely live long enough to walk 
under the shade of these trees; but whe- . 
ther shady oy not, this place, neverthe* 
less, remains the daily place of resort for 
many thousands of people; and during 
tlie greatest part of the day, its piazza^ 
or arcades are so much crowded, that 
it is impossible to make your 
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through without the aid of your elbcrws. 
No wonder, for here are eighteen coffee 
houses, ten restaurateurs, half a dozen 
pastry cooks, many public houses, seve- 
ral wine-merchants, ice^sellers, fruit- 
women, a couple of billiard tables, and 
a great number of confectioners; in 
short, you may eat and drink in as great 
abundance,, and of as great delicacies as 
in any part of the world. Among other 
things, you find a wafer-shop where se- 
veral persons sit before the fire the whole 
day, and do nothing but bake wafers, 
and most excellent one^ they are. In a 
small room beyond the shop, they are 
served quite hot, and if you please you 
may drink a glass of Malaga with them. 
It was my usual breakfast, and does not 
overload the stomach. Whoever doe$ 
not like this fare, may go to the next 
shop and procure a cold partridge-pie, or 
some of tlie thousand qold viands, whiclt 
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are every where exposed in a most re* 
lisiiing manner to tempt the eye^K 
you like, you may go one pair bf sfairs 
higher into apartments elegantly fur- 
nished, pass your time in playing at all 
ima^nable games of hazard, and drain 
your purse ; or follow the syren^s song, 
resounding from the windows of the 
entresol; or read the newspapers in a 
coffee-house ; or go to the reading-rooms 
kept by one yorre^ where you always 
find two warm rooms in winter, and on 
paying six Jivres a month, you may read 
froni morning till night forty newspa- 
pers and journals. When tired of this 
yott Aay go (take notice, still under the 
same piazzas) to the "theatre Montansier^ 
or to M. Seraphin^s Ombres Chinoisesj or. 
to the Theatre des Enfans^ or to the4>up» 
pet-show, or to a private theatre in i; 
cellat;^ At the time I was there, Pyra*- - 
mi^' 2liu^ were to be seeiuu 
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work; the body of the virtuous Thisbe, 
who was probably rendered pregnant by 
Pyramus, might be opened, and the si- 
tuation in which the foetus ky examined. 
Before the door was a crycr, who kept 
repeating the whole day ; Messieurs^ voyez 
in passant^ le chef (Tcsuvre de Vatt^ curieux 
et interessant. Le professeiir va commencer 
f explication dans rimiant^enirez! enirezi 
This invitation was sung to the tune 
of a hymn, and the vociferating sounds 
tickled the ears even after you had left 
the Palais More serious entertainment 
is afforded by Bertrand's physical cabi- 
net a few paces farther. 

Tlie Theatre Frangaisy the first in Pa- 
ris, is likewise so connected with the 
Palais Royal, that a continuation of the 
covered walks leads through into it. — If 
every other method of diversion be ex- 
hausted, surely some novelty may be 
found among, the twenty booksellers' 

71 U 



FROM PARIS. 5 

shops under the arcades; or, giving way 
to the impulse of vanity, you may have 
your portrait taken by a miniature painr 
ter. Not less than nineteen of these artists 
here exhibit their specimens good and 
bad, cheap and dear, from six Hvres to 
ten louis. There are some of them who 
promise to furnish a portrait within the 
space of an hour, and who are artists of 
merit as far as regards hitting a resem- 
blance. Thus I saw, for instance, a por- 
trait of the hereditary Prince of Weimar, 
badly painted but a strong resemblance, 
in the Palais Royal, during the whole 
of my stay. If, notwithstanding all this^ 
you are still at a loss for diversion, which 
is scarcely possible, you may read sq 
many thousand bills posted up against * 
the walls, or look at elegant shops^; 
among which you find no less than six- 
teen milliners, twenty warehouses for 
ready - made wearing-apparel^ ihxci^ 
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Stocked with all kinds of stuflfs for ladks 
and gentlemen, numerous shops con- 
taining the most beautiful hardwares, 
glass, china, arms, seals, clxildren's toys, 
&c. 

If you have no money to purchase any 
of these things, here are two pawn* 
broker's shops, and two lottery-offices. 
The former give ready money on good 
pledges, and the latter, hopes of ready 
money. In short, were you to be shut 
up for life in the Palais Royal, you need 
never want any thing that renders fife 
pleasant, from the Theatre Fran^ais to 
the shoe-black's stall, which hears the 
pompous inscription ; aux artistes reunis^ 
the united artists. 

The coffee-houses vie with each other 
in making a splendid external appear- 
ance. One is called the coflFeeAouse of 
^ thousand columns, '(cafS aux mille c(h» 
lonnesyj because its apartments supported 
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by about half a dozen pillars, are multi- 
plied, by the reflections from one glass 
to another^ to thousands. Another, with 
the sign of the Mount St. Bernard, calls 
itself unique. The manner in which it 
distinguishes itself is indeed singular 
enough. A considerable portion of the • 
coffee-room has been sacrificed to a mo- 
del of Moui^^ St. Bernard. Besides this, 
ail the rooms are decorated with an im- 
mense number of small puppets, in glass 
frames, and capable of being set in mo- 
tion. They partly imitate various na- 
tions, and particularly those described in 
Cook's Voyages, and partly French pea- 
sants from the most remote provinces, 
and are, in general, a tolerable resem- 
blance. At any rate, a person who takes 
a dish of coflFec here, is sure of being 
agreeably entertained. 
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THE PAI^CE OF THE CONSEkvATIVE SB- 
NATE, FORMERLY THE PALAIS DU 
LUXEMBOURG. 

The gardens belonging to this build- 
ing are but little inferior to those of the 
Thuileries, especially since they have 
been considerably enlarged j and they 
abound with superb statues. The hall, 
leading to the gallery, is hung with the 
celebrated pictures of all the French sea- 
•ports, by Vernerit, that were formerly 
found in the hotel of the Marine, which 
now contains nothing worthy to be seen. 
The gallery itself bears Rubens* name, 
being almost entirely filled with the great 
paintings of that celebrated master, re- 
presenting the life of Mary de • Medici. 
But I must frankly confess, that these 
pictures were not suited to my taste. 
I found in them a compound of ideas 
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which are denominated poetical and in- 
genious, but which border on the ludi* 
crous. At Mary's birth, Lucina, the an- 
cient goddess of midwives, delivers the 
child to a lion, representing the city of 
Florence. In her education, Apollo 
plays her a tune on the bass-viol ; at her 
wedding, Hymen carries the train of her 
gown,, and a dog is present, probably ^ 
a symbol of fidelity. At her debarka- 
tion at Marseilles,' the Syrens almost 
break their ribs in attempting to stop 
the ship, and a Triton blows a tremen- 
dous blast with his shell. The nuptials 
are celebrated at Lyons, where she ap* 
pears in the costume of Juno, and Henry 
IV. receives her in the character of Ju- 
piter. At the birth of Louis XIII. Ferti- 
lity presents her a nest with five little 
children, intimating that she was to have 
so many xnore. At her coronation, 
some dogs are again observed very busy^ 
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Jit the apotheosis of Henry IV. BeBona 
4ears her hair. Some stout dogs are 
•also seen playing their tri<:l:s here, and 
indeed few of these pictures are without 
them. They consist of hounds, grey- 
*hounds,bullHiogs»and,in some instances, 
iap-dogs. In the picture representing 
•Mary's government, a globe (the^mblem 
'of France) is drawn by pigeons* The 
reconciliation between her and her son 
is celebratod in the presence of more 
dogs. Adding to all these absurdities 
^he mean adulation resulting from each 
of these allegories, it is natural that the 
effect of the art should be lost, even in 
-these performances of Rubens. 

A sleeping hermit, by Vien, which 
^wes its origin to chance, makes amends 
for this absurdity* The-artist was going 
to paint a foot from nature, and a poor 
liermit furnished the modek The old 
^an, who was probably not quite sober. 
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fdt a lassitude, and grew sleepy; but 
endeavoured to keep himself a wai:e by 
playing on the violm. He, however^ 
fell fast asfeep, and his figure was so 
striking, that the painter, instead of 
drawing the foot, took a sketch of the 
whcde hermit, and afterwards made it % 
most capital picture* 

The Holy Family, by Raphael, is cafr- 
quisitely beautiful, whether it be, or be 
not, the production ef that master ; 
for some amateurs as^rt that it is the 
work of his pupil Andrea del Sarto. 
The matter is very doubtful, for I peiv 
fectly well remember to have seen the 
same Holy Family, said to be by Raphael, 
at Vienna, and, if I am not mistaken^ a 
much better picture. Which, therefore;, 
is genuine? It is of no consequence-; 
they are bQth truly admkable perform- 
ances* 

;^rom Rubens', gallery you ent&r that 
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of Lt Syeur, who is sometimes styled the 
French Raphael, though he never was 
Bnder the serene sky of Italy. His pro- 
ductions here represent the life of St. 
B^uno in twenty-four pictures. He 
painted them on wood for the Carthu- 
sian monks, whose founder was Bruno. 
The wantonness of boys, or the malig- 
nity of envy, damaged and defaced these 
pictures in such a manner, that the Car- 
thusians were obliged to have doors 
made to cover them. They are now 
completely restored, and transferred 
from wood to canvas. A person ought 
to be a little acquainted with Bruno's 
life, in order to find any pleasure in these 
performances. But as I am not inclined 
to peruse the legendary tale of the saint, 
and believing that these pictures, first 
painted by order of a queen, afterwards 
very ill-treated, badly repaired, transfer^ 
red from wood to canvas^ and again re- 
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paired, can furnish but a faint idea of 
Le Sueur's genius, I had rather turn to 
that excellent marble group of Cupid 
and Psyche, executed at Rome by De* 
kistre, a living artist. I think that, in 
order to render it as celebrated as many 
a Greek and Roman performance, it 
wants but the death of its author, and 
an age of one or two centuries. 

The hall in which the Conservative 
Senate meet is very fine, but not strike 
ing. It is, likewise, too small, and pre* 
paratioris are said to have been made to 
remove the place of meeting to some 
other edifice. The most remarkable 
thing in the palace of the Luxemburg, 
is the apartment in which the Direetor]^ 
was used to assemble, and which, before 
the revolution, was the bed-chamber of 
Madame,now the consort of Louis XVIII. 
Here you still see a large map of Ger- 
many, and the adjacent countries,, in 
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which the positions of the French ar- 
mies, at the moment of the conclusion 
of the treaty of Campo Formio, are 
marked with small pieces of paper, and 
silk threads of varionfr colours. The 
different colours here mark the head* 
quarters ; there a general, or a post, 
either easy or difficult to be defended, 
ice. Those places, fifcewisc, where re- 
markable engagements ^crc fought, are 
marked, and the slips of paper are fasten- 
ed with very smflU pins. Ah ! thought 
I, how often may the fih^ of a Direc- 
tor, after having, perhaps, with the ut- 
most inditfcrencc, taken a pinch of snufF,* 
have pointed at the ruin of my native 
land! \ 
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THE HALL OF THE COTyNCIL, OF FIVE 
HUNDRED. 

Such must have been the appearance 
of the place where the Senate o£ ancient 
Rome used to meet, and if -not stich, it 
was certainly far inferior to the haH o£^ 
Five Hundred, which ia splendid wiAiir' 
out luxury and gaudy glitter. In a vast 
semicircle, five hundred seats rise into^* 
the form <rf an amphitheatre; behind^ 
these is a gsdlery for the constituted^ 
authorities^ and, above that, a second for # 
the people. The ceiling, which joins 
the latter, is decorated with the pictures^ 
of ancient legislators and celebrated re-^' 
publicans. Here are 8(Jon, Lycurgus, 
Rcgulus, Gato, and many others, with- 
the period in which they lived marked 
underneath. In the midst of all these 
^ figures, Nature sits enthroned with. tSve 
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inscription : Nature alone gives eternal 
laws* The hall receives light from 
above, and warmth from below, for it 
has neither windows nor stoves. 

Opposite the seats of the Five Hun- 
dred is a. handsome tribune for the pre- 
sident } and, a little farther, a second 
for the secretaries. The walls are hung 
with drapery, not tricoloured, but of 
light green doth, with flame- coloured 
ornaments. Every thing is simply dig- 
nified, and I think it impossible to fit 
up any place in the world in a manner 
more appropriate to its use. ' 

Indeed, all the litde resources which 
operate so forcibly on the senses, and^ 
through them, on the mind, are exceed- 
ingly neglected by us byper-solid Ger- 
mans. We are even apt to turn them 
into ridicule, because we consider our-* 
selves to be very rational ; hence, by 
dint of our reason, wc never get into 
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action* The Frenchman, on the con** 
trary, omits nothing that can put him in 
mind of his actions, and incite him to 
future ones. What he invents for this 
purpose is not always qrigin^J ; he most- 
ly copies "from the Greeks and Romans; 
but it is all one, provided it only pro- 
duces the same effect as in their times. 
Thus, in the hall of the Legislative Body, 
for instance, boards are put up, record- 
ing the different victories and conquests 
of the French armies. Whoever walks 
tluTQUgh these halls involuntarily reads 
something, let him turn which way he 
pleases. In the soldier this excites am^ 
bition; in the citizen national spirit. 
He who served in any of those armies, 
finds himself rewarded in a flattering 
manner ; and the man who now serves 
ifi them, anticipates the recompense that 
awaits him. These sensations, however, 
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camiot.po^sibjy be more powerful, than 

THE HOTEL OF THE INVALIDS. 

That the very exterior bf this palace 
is second to none in magnificence is a 
fact too well l;nown for me to dwell 
•upon. But the beholder feels a singular, 
I had almost said a pleasing melancholy, 
•if he pass through the great garden ex- 
tended in front of the hotel, and view 
the beautiful prospect which the Seine 
aflFords; if at every step the eye meet a 
mutilated veteran, who, houtever, looks 
cheerful and well-fed, .breathing the 
fresh air, comfortably seated on a bench, 
or leisurely walking about the garden. 
I happened to be here just at twelve 
o'clock in the day, 'when the djrum beat 
to dinner old and young, creeping and 
4ialting, assembled in large hialls, sat 
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.dolini at small Tound tabfes/and «inth 
a hearty appetite, helped themselves to 
abundance of good, substantial food. 
They are not, however, obliged to eat In 
thesc; dining halls ; for the grateful na- 
tion not only wishes to give them food, 
but also to afford them cont^enience in 
their cid age. I saw, therefot^, many 
wh)oi ietched>. their rations, and carried 
them » w thSeir Tooms. Etich 6f them 
has a glass jug full of wirte with his 
meat, tdxheAr him, Bnt after satisfy- 
ing the savings of their appetite, what 
are those ,'brave men, wounded in the 
^rviqe of their country^, to do, in order 
tK) chase -away irksoriicriessi That too 
is guarded against. They have an ex- 
cellent library; and many a Germain 
prince cannot bo^st Of having one so 
valuable in his residence. A large hall 
is lined on all sides with neat book'Case^ 
.well stocked with literary ptodMLCX\oii%* 
c 2 



To^njoy thi» nimHsitmcnt of the mind, 
%hairsand tables i^rc conveniently placed. 

At dk&rent ^distances 16 a written re- 
quest, not XQ spit on the floor, which is 
kept uncommonly clean. In the back 
ground of the library hangs David's 
picture of Bonaparte crossing the Alps, 
while a gust of wind blows his cloak 
over his head. It is the same which 
Bonaparte made a present of to the in- 
valids^ and which the hpary warriors 
.were obliged to salute with discharges 
of artillery on its arrival. This large 
tloak^ ^read like a sail, almost wholly 
cnwra[% the Utile man. it bears not the 
least resemblance to him. Flattery, how- 
-ever, takes care that it be multiplied. I 
found a painter and two young ladies 
fitting before it, and taking a copy; the 
former was a miniature painter, and the 
ladies only took a drawing of it. A 
number of invalida were sitting round 



TbCfOt reading; one a military work, zn^ 
other a tragedy by Racine^ and the third 
anovcL Meantime thcir eyes were fixed 
on tbeir visitors of the fair sex ; and it 
being radier cold^ they came to solicit 
the ladies to .warm' themselves* before the 
fircr The latter, wholly intent xxpon 
dieir wort, "decHning it, the gallant 
cripples brought straw mats, which they 
^read xmder tihe ladies* feet, to prevent 
their catching cold on the marble pave- ^ 
ment. It onght not to be forgotten thM 
they were all common soldiers. , Indeed, 
after having walked about for an hour 
in this pbce, a person always feels 
tempted to have a leg shot off, in order 
to get a residence in it. 

A sublime spectacle is afforded by the 
great cupola, from whose dome an in- 
immetable muhitude of colours is sus- 
pended, each of which forms a letter of 
an inscription, aiitiouncing the victories 
C3 
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of the Frendi; ihiero^yphic8: a» legiUe 
2B any thztr^-i ei&kttd. The colours 
of dlhatumvetxinmpbadtiy 
here; but Rmwi^sta]iiduig>ail thc^paim 
I took in lookicig about^' L eouM* xro^ dis- 
ctyveroiie.that^wasrPnis^ian.' Whaihas 
teenfvtalQcn in Egypt, ill horsetails, 
crescmts, 2cc» is: placed;: in picturesque 
g^ups' on the columni. There may be 
several thousand stamd af colours, and 
' you wal]k, as it .were,uimda: an :enor« 
mous tent. ^ Buc hasnorhecessary you 
should only look- i4!f>^um^ilj^ithe. waUsrim 
the sides are not iessi w<)ithy b£ notice. 
Itnmediat^eiy on entering, 'b6th to tiie 
right and left^ t^e v^aHs afe inlaid with 
marble to the Very top^ and like the old 
Grecian tabks in the- Museum • Napo- 
leon, which eternize the memory of the 
heroes of the race of the ;Erechytides, 
you read the names of ail' thje warriors 
<that'have signalized themselves in diffe- 
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rent armies^ oc ^ed on the bed of ho^ 
notin ^ Tiiise iharble ta^^sri will some 
time^ -petvei'Frdocfamen as genealogical 
proofs^of their ancestry^ ' > ; r 
' I jirodeedfairthery to take a'snrVey 
thfe^tiires. ' .The inost praised and the 
hpgsst of these^ representing the i8th 
of 'Bnimaire^ nibde ao kind of impres* 
sKHk on me^ partly because I da not Uke 
2^geries^ partly f because sueh an. ho- 
noulrahle ^tuation has been grantecl it 
too <50om: Places in the cupola^ of the 
Invailidsf as in the Pantheon, should only 
be distributed by posterity.. The battles 
of Lwiis XI V» are certdnly here in the 
right place ^ but there is little to be sem 
in them^ for pictures of battles all re-^ 
semble each other : but that picture, on^ 
the. contrary^ which shews the heroic sa-^ 
crifice made by the officer ^at Nancy of 
his own. person, by voluntarily placing; 
himself at the mouth of a cannon, to» 
c 4 



44 RECrOLLECTIOlTS 

prevent its being fired up(^ the citizenry 
and who thus became a victim to his 
patriotism, b a. beautiful performance; 
and it is still more charming that it 
should hang here. Finally, tf I step 
Under this vast cupola^r this rotunda^ 
towering aloft into the skies, in the 
most superb style of architecture, I ob^ 
i^rve its sole ornament, its sole orna- 
ment in the staricitest sense of the word, 
the tomb of Turenne. His bones^ saved 
from the monumeht at St^ Dennis, 
really repose here. This sepulchral mo- 
nument resembles that which his chiU 
dren had once raised for him at Su 
Dennis, Something, however, surprised 
me in the cupola, viz. the twelve apos- 
tles painted, and below them bas-reliefs 
of Voltaire, Rousseau, and others. How 
happens it that Voltaire and Rousseau 
should be confounded with invalids and 
apostles? • 
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THB BOTANICAL GARDEN^ 

(Hardin des Plantes.J 

The Botanical Garden is very large 
and beautiinl^ but not being a botanist 
myself, neither a description nor an 
opinion of it will, it is presumed, be ex- 
pected from me. The hot-houses are 
small and neat structures, but contain 
nothing particular. Those who have 
seen the excellent hot-houses in SchoeiT- 
brunn, near Vienna, will find those at 
Paris to be miserable hovdsj, in compa* 
rison with the former, where every 
thing is arranged with so much taste^ 
both for the eye and the smellj and at 
the same time without losing sight of 
sderice, I might almost say, so poetically 
arranged; the water plants bloom in ind 
about the fine marble basons, the odori- 
ferous flowers are so artificially blended^ 
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according to their various colours; the 
trees aod vproducts of tbe torrid zones 
enjoy, in casements o£ their ow^^ the 
temperatuore of their nativie cHmate j. and 
these sdructures are all iso lofty, and so 
spactQus, that they are tempting to.'^valk 
sa. tThe chief director,, or head gar- 
deneii^ of thisvfine Qstablishment, unite& 
extei\sive kaowledge with the most 
complaisant manners^ and has himself 
travelled through all the^ountries from 
which Flora and Pomoaa have sent their 
foreign o&pmng» In a word^ nothing 
of aU thi^ is tQ be found in the 'Jar din 
det JPlantes., You are obliged , to creep 
among all sorts of shrubs> through which 
a dirty assistant gardener shews the way* 
At last, you rejoice ta gpt again inta 
the open air, where you may admire, as 
you pass, the famous cedar tree, the top 
of which was carried off by a cannon 
ball ia the time of the revolution^ 
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The fordga ainmals are pretty nume*' 
rousy yet there are not many rare ones 
among* them that have not been seea 
elsewhere. A couple of elephants, play* 
mg dll sorts of tricks, the xonquered 
bears of Bern, i lions, tigers, leopards, 
wolves, eagles, an ostridi, a couple of 
kangaroos, * an ichneumon; di£ferent 
breeds of sheep, goats, and deer, co]^« 
stkute nearly the whole. But it b a 
very good regulation, that ail those ani^ 
mals,^from whoac ferocity nothing is to 
be dreaded, can range about in the open 
ai^, and are only^septarated one from 
-another by low hedge-rows, over which 
a man of a middling ^ture may easily 
look. 

But that which renders the "botanical 
garden at Paris, most interesting, and 
attracts the people to visit it, notwith* 
standing its remoteness, is solely the gak 
lery of natural history. UnrivaUed in 
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its kind by any in the known world, it 
is contained in a fine builcfing, with 
many spacious halls, close to the giirden^ 
The whole is arranged in glass presses 
in the most instructive manner. In the 
first floor are to be found the produc- 
tions of the mineral and vegetable king- 
doms; also many petrifactions; among 
©thers, a large collection of petrified 
fishes, among which there is one that 
niust have been enc6mpassed by the still 
fluid stony mass, at the very moment 
when it was swallowing another little 
fish; for one half of its prey remains 
banging ouj of its mouth; in which 
state it suddenly became petrified with 
its devourer. One of the most remark- 
able articles is also a very perfect petri- 
fied jaw of a crocodile. Moon stones 
are abundant. Farther on are to be 
seen species of wood and fruit hovti 
every part of the world, many of which 
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'ariB only known from bocdcs of voyages 
and travels. The fruits are either dried 
or preserved in spirit of wine, and some 
few formed in wax. In the second floor 
are the various species of the animal 
kingdom, where you see, under glass 
covers, beetles, butterflies, and all sorts 
of insects; then follow snakes, lizards, 
tortoises ; next to these birds of every 
^pecies^ with infinite variety of beautiful 
plumage, and partly with their nests and 
eggs. There you see the charming hum- 
ming bird, with her nest full of young, 
no bigger than bees, and their mother 
in Mze resembling a horse fly. Not far 
from it are the gigantic cassowary and 
the ostrich. Nature has developed aH 
her magnificence in the superb colibris, 
and in numberless species of parrots. A 
large hall contains the quadrupeds. In 
its center is the zebra, with variegated 
«ti:ipe«9 theThinoceros, the ^lephant^Mi^ 
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finaily the tall cameldpord^ niear which 
«tuids the elephant Hke a dwsrf. At 
two yards distance b the little Siberian 
mousey !the smallest ^of all the c|ukdru<- 
ptds. Good .God! if you eye in thought 
tbei humming bkd neaf the ostrich^ and 
the little Siberian mouse near the came- 
lopardy ttnd you recolloct that these co- 
lossal creatures did not receive more life 
ftiom; nature than those diminutive 
atom-like animals^how much matter 
do we find for serious refleoion ! On 
the side walls are ta be found not only 
the wc^U known animals which are found 
in other places^ but likewise the hippo- 
potamus, the sea cow, the antelope, the 
sloth^theantveater; in shorty all the ani- 
mUs that are seen depicted. in Bufibn. 

Hiis edifice, large as it appearl, is al- 
ready too small : it is,2thefdFore,in con-^ 
templatioi^ 4;py enlarge itj>as there is na 
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)iome by Captain Baudin. AH these ac* 
cumulated treasures of nature are daily 
opened gratis to chose curious of seeing 
and learning : they may ako -^nter tke 
fine contigiious library, decorated with 
Buflfon's bust^ where sdl the works reh« 
tive to natural history are to be fbund, 
and where you may convieniently At 
down, examine, and make i;xtracti« 
This estaUishment is matchless ia^its 
kind. It enraptures a stranger^ ai^ 
makes him return thanks to a govern* 
ment, whidi so liberally communicates 
•every thing that natives or foreigners 
can desire for the improvement of the 
sciences. 

The celebrated Cuvicr lives at the op- 
posite end of the garden: I mention 
here htk own anatomical cabinet, which 
might very properly be xaUed a gaUfery, 
both for its extent and contents. The 
<exjp6rienced Cuvier shews it- with xtUidi 
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goo4 naXurt^.^nd $p.eaks very instruc- 
fiw^^lipoia. the ml^oct.' You find ^ 
t8«9)iU^t^C)^ui^SK civil jibaects, anato- 

j^Hi a^fmn^iki^sUH iod patience ; 
wonffit cthexs^xikiialklvmim with its 
^ggs f^ &nfdif imo^ghti that you are 
lieiDpted 'to imagineXIuvier ttiuK' have 
two merosix^ u^teftd «f two in 
hi^ tfa^d: <he chidken from itf fii^t ori- 
:gin m the egg tUi ittorecps otit ; a mim- 
i»er of tkdietons of fisbesi^fundl quadru- 

amofig the iatter^^a superb caxne- 
.Ic^afd* which ibrtneriy bdonged to the 
biir^ttryiStadthf^der^v two camels by 
i|f side :itiay<a8Uy creep.'under the came- 
iopard's belly ; the Jhead of a crocodile, 
rfrom which one easily perceives that, 
contrary tci the c^iiuou which has hi- 
theclo prevailed, this mammal opens and 
:6ams the fl/^ jaw bone,* but that the 
J$wer Mnmm ioimomble ; a couple of 
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men and animab^ the ^eleton of tht 
dwarf Beb^ a favourite of king Angus-^ 
tus of Poiaad, fcveral Egyptian mum* 
mies, some of the 6naache»i die ancient 
inhabitants of Tenerifie. Hie teeth of 
the latter are blunted, from which it is 
inferred for a certainty that they lived 
only on v^etahksf their heads are very 
beautifully formed, and Cuvier is of 
opinion 'that this extinct, or rather ex> 
tirpated people must have been a fine 
and noble race of men» The collection 
o£ heads is only rising into being as it 
were^and is much inferior to that of 
the aulic counsellor Blumeabach at 
Gottingen. A melancholy reflection 
o&rs itsdf here for the defenders of 
the humanity and liberty of the negroes, 
which is, that the heads of those negroo^ 
fnake exactly a mongrel species between 
men and monkeys f. they are quite as 
iitiortH as those of the apes^ and th^ 
vol.. IlJ^ ^ D 
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chin like them goes inwards. Thus it 
is very possible that the blacks are not 
our brethren. Cuvier said many inte- 
resting things about the famous Dr. 
Gall's system, with whom he corre- 
sponds ; he was likewise pf opinion that 
there may be much truth in it upon the 
whole, but in minute matters, and in 
detail, not so much could be defined 2& 
Gall pretends to do. Why not ? I say. 
If the whole has been put to th^ test, 
the details will be found by experience ; 
and he that has heard Gall's lectures 
but once, must be convinced of the 
proofs he lays before his hearers. 

There is here a very remarkable col- 
lection of petrified bones, vhich, though 
they were all found in the neighbour- 
hood of Paris, belonged to fifteen diffe- 
rent species of animals which do not 
now exist, and evidently inhabited a 
creation of pur world which has been 
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already destroyed. The new creation 
has produced similar animals, but not 
the same. Here is an opportunity to 
plunge one's self into an ocean of cpn** 
fused ideas. Cuvier is at this moment 
writing a work upon this subject, which 
thousands of persons like myself expect 
with ardent desire. A collection of 
heads from the first moment of life, year 
after year, to the most advanced period 
of old age, is yet incomplete j a collec- 
tion of diflEbrent birds* feathers, gathered 
for their form, but not for their colours, 
is remarkable; the structure of the hu- 
man eye,ear,and genitals,formed in wax, 
is not so fine as at Bertrand's. A num- 
ber of animals from Africa, sent by the 
Dcyoif Tunis,arenow on theway to Paris* 
Cuvier greatly commends the French 
i generals commanding in distant couh* 
i tries^ tot the cpiicern which they manl- 
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fcst te> enrich the collections of the ^ 
Jardi»9fs Plantes. An opossfum, that 
died % SWr days before I. pcud iny irwity 
WW jtM ailktonnigiiag; ohj thejQther;hand,B 
I)m female of the kangaroo big. with 
young.' 

■ ' If , . . 

This singular story, which, as for as 
I know; has not acquit^d mudt pub-^ 
Ucity, will create the mors astom5hm:Gnt, 
if I assure my read^s^ that there is a 
great ntrmbef of people in France, wha 
do not only firmly and implicitly believe 
ih%tiljX3\^^^ but even 

uasigA very plausible reasons for the as>» 
sertibn. If some palpable falsehoods 
did not intervene, we might at least 
confess that the ikiatter is possible. . I 
shall first relate the story, as it has been 
placed on the records of the government 
and their tribunals, and afterwards as 



tlie liero and his partisans have Trished 
to represent it; 

Jeai^ Marfe Hatnjagault h thif «on qfa 
Taylor at St. Lo, of a pr^po&$es^im ^gure, 
features bearing great r^e^rajbt^^jr^ 
those of ijouisi£Vi^ £iir, slender^^^Sf) 
commtmicative without suspidon^qt^jcii;* 
iy penetrating, and feigning innocence 
in a masterly ihanner ; of totir^e a per- 
son of great v-cncJcw'mOTts^f but of no 
«dq[caltion. ' Be is - supfK)sed tp be at nit- 
ttcrd sonof theihUie Dul««f>f >Vlkknnm>is, 
-whoirjjiOsseiBd restates ^ in Npr«ian4y» 
Tke^^iiangene^VMMKts x)f re^ution 
idisbrdeted his'stoses; he saw th^tjsi^i^f 
had raised themselves ihom obscur^tjr, 
tstndfSie ^KTished to daitha satne* > Iii Sep* 
tember,> 1796/ SbC'lelt fait father'^ ^ouse, 
^d stmllfidi asva vftgabc^d. aji^t; the 
<ounltry;' declaring himself. (Q be the son 
^f a family of Tank, teduoed-te distress 
by the revoltttitot His youth^b 
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cent appearance, and the plausibility of 
his story, every where procured him a 
favour^lble reception and relief. He had 
no passpprt^ but was^ never asked for 
one* He became bolder^ and attempted 
likewise to carry on his trade in the 
towns. He came to Cherbourg, but 
was soon taken up as a vagrant. His 
father, the taylor, being apprized of this, 
Jdastened to fetch him, and was not a 
little surprised to find him richly ^o- 
vided with oiooey and jewels. He 
brought him back to $t. Lo, where the 
brisk young blade did not, however, 
stay long, but soon ran away a second 
time, strolled through the department 
of Calvados ; and, having improved 
both in Jbody and in mind, he became 
more ingeniously inventive in his, stories 
than at first. He sometimes passed 
for ^ ^ son of the Prince of Monaco, 
and sometimes for the heir of the 
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Duke d^Ursd in the Netherlands. He 
thiis raised himself step by step, and 
ere long made himself a relation of 
Lewis XVI. of the Emperor Joseph II. 
and' of the King of Prussia. For the 
sake of his safety, which was threatened, 
he travelled in women's clothes, pre- 
tending that he was just returned from 
England, whither he had been taking 
some money to hi& emigrant fether. 

Many^ very many people of rank and 
education were deceived, for he flat- 
tered their fornier prejudices ; the ladies 
in particular shewed a decided partiality 
kit him, tbecause he addressed their 
hearts, tts adventures began to attract 
some notice, arid he was arrested a se- 
cond time in female attire, and con- 
ducted to prison at Bayeux, at the dis- 
tance of only ten leagues from St. Lo. . 
His father came again to procurtf his de- 
liverance, which, in consideration of hi& 
»4 
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youth, was todiilgentiy granted, afld 
the' lad rqfliced uhdft^ paternal jou- 
thority. He Wai now' to' learn the trade 
of a ta^br; an insuflfehtble thou^t to 
his mind. He hrbktfloc^ a thi^d^tifaie. 

In 1 797 he was in the diligencep'6r 
stage coadi, betWeen Lava! and Aleri^on, 
very plainly and decently habited r lac- 
cording to his sex. Mot far fromfthc 
latter placfc, he alighted, atid briished off 
to a village by the road-side, caHed La 
yonchereis. Being beni^^dj he begg^ 
quartets of a peasant, who dim^id him 
to the h<^e of Madamoisille Taloft La- 
combe for better ^commodatlon. To 
this lady he declared himsfelf to be one 
of the family of Montm6rency, who 
had a castle and estates- hear Drcux,but 
'was obliged to fty from his persecutor*. 
She concciWd a lively interest for his 
situation, and supplied him with mroney 
and doti]^ which He promised to re- 
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pfty upon his arrival at Dreux. Here he 
Uwd for ^rwhileinuch' at his ease, acted 
dierp^ o( tjuality^ and pre- 

arntedi tf^r linfitrocc, the ostkr, who 
siddltd'.Ms rii}iiQg.faor^, with a louis- 

• At test he fdjt himself induced to set 
00*, an^'^adamoisellc Lacombe accom- 
pbnuod-hisn ta Dreux, to get back the 
value q£ wvh^^.sfae had advanced to hin); 
They fiofely^Fieached the place ; but both 
castle ^nd: estiate^ had vanished* Can 
any thiDg be more natural? The revo- 
kAiod accounts for every thing. Poorer 
lly fifty k)ui5'<i'ors, and richer in ex- 
perience, the lady returned Iwme. The 
young hero continually gained in bold- 
ness. In tht ji>on:th of May, 1798, he 
ventured in the diligence to Meaux^ 
fJnly eight leagues from Paris, and 
alighted at the inn, where he, indeed^ 
obtained some refreshment^ but^ having 
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no passport, was refused a nigh t^slodging. 
The wife of a Paris merchant, Laravine^ 
who happdi^d to be at Meaux, too^: 
pity oh hhh, and permitted him to sleep 
in her warehouse. This encouraged him 
to ask farther favours, and he succeeded. 
He represented himself as a rich farmer^s 
son at Domery, who had'fied to avoid 
being enroOed as a recruit, and Madame 
made him a present of fbur louis-d'ors, 
upon which he hired a pladd in the 
diligence for Strasbourg. 

About one league from Chalons he 
disappeared, and the postillion in vain 
waited his return. He went to the vil- 
of i/iiHyy and wished to make 
good.liis ttoty at the castle of Guignau- 
court } but, being suspected, he was 
j^t tinder arrest, and taken before the 
justice of peace at Cernon. Being asked 
who lie wats, ht mysteriously replied : 

He answer to make to such a 
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question.** . He waa sent to Chalons, 
where^ being agaifi ssked to give hb 
name, he prpudly ^d,>'' You wiUleara 
it but toa^Qon/* At 'last be said, he 
waa called Louis Axxtoine: Jean Fran- 
9oi$ de Languevillc ; th;^t his;father was 
deadj and that. mother^ Madame 
Sainte Ho^iUe, Uved^t Beuio^ille, near 
Pont Audeniar, in the department of 
Eure. It must be confessed^ that it i& 
iippossible to tell a lie more circuoob 
stantially. 

Coixipuried in the prison of Chalons, 
^ervagault: assumed an air of grandeur, 
and a mysterious deportment; he tempt- 
ed th^ curiws, gave significanthints, and 
in shorti ere loi\g, it wa3 whisper^ 
ahput.: It ia the Dauphin ! the son of 
I4u4» The jAikr himself, belicvecl 
tbet story^.^and advanced him moniey. 
Thfl^ !iiiives^pf two merchants of the 
tQwns S^ij^ii^i^dtFeUze,, ^<^einj|tiatcdi 
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in the secret, which soon spread about ; 
and tie one any loi%tlr dSttln^d, His 
figure, biis'^nmnncfs — <*TM Ifiteed but 
see him;;^''^da«ned the craitilotis souls, 
^ to recognise him at the first 
look/' AU th^inhabitwts ofhalon^, 
€f the ^viteged wders, were by degreie« 
made cdiifidents and adherents ; and 
Acy aH^cd with each other in support- 
ing this last ill-iated ofispriiig of thdr 
kings. His table was dafly servfed wi A 
dainties o^ every description, his i^ooms 
were eleigintly furnished, tnasteifs were 
given hhn, the jaUcr treated hitA with 
deference and respect v hlis prisoner was 
allowed ic waSc about ad <^f«en as he 
pleased, but always in* the disguise of a 
female ; in fine, his dvmgeon was as k 
ixrere nietamox|rihosed intb a pleasure- 
house. 

Meanwhile the persons who were let 
into tibe sectet were Act sufficiently db- 



€MV^K JfkffrqrA dropt j^ere an4 th^re, ^ 
tiiC; ^ their hearty arpjiised, thQ 

^fig^bzUfC fif'lJbie magistraji;€;s j and» aft^r 
ihiSim^sqiiieFade was play e4^t wo months, 
Herv;igault wai||B^e to undergo stricten 
»a^na(ipx>s^ arti&3e and ges^ 

lures th^ seqned to belie his^ words^ be 
now declared that he was the son of a 
t^Ior at Lo. The father was ap? 
I^led taw wrking^^pnfirnied the truth 
o£the declaration, and the^ offender wa^ 
sefiten^dvtQ one month^s\mi^moiimmU 
This fioiljd i^f^mshnient was ccmsidered 
as a victory by .those who; thought they 
really kn^ew the secret t during his trials 
they tremb^d Jest the real origin of the 
prisoner should not escape discpvery» 
In order to free hiinrfeqxft the prying 
vigilance of the police, they abundantly 
furnbhed him with n^oney and jewels^ 
wd thus, facilitated his retreat* was 
very well satisfied with the bsue, and ^ 
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now began to act hh part at Vire, in the 
department of Calvldos, Here he made 
but a few proselytes, was soon arrested 
again, andiAdth greater severity doomed 
to two years imprisonment. As the 
inhabitants of Vire only considered him 
as a young vagabond, he would have 
passed these two years very soirily, had 
not his faithful adherents at Chalons 
continued to support him, on which 
^casion the consoling Madame Saignes 
conducted the correspondence. This 
woman teatty wished him well, and ad- 
vised him to apply the time of his con- 
finement to the improvement of his 
^education ; but he gave way to drink- 
ing, and at the end of two years left the 
prison worse than when he entered* 
JMadalne Saignes herself went to fetch 
him from Vlire to Chaloris, into the bo- 
wm of his fiithfuland deirotcd friends. 
^Tbe tMMiHipIendid pf^pdd^ona vrcrt 
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made for his reception. He arrived, 
received congratulations, had flowers 
strewed at his feet, and was treated 
with the most distinguished respect. 
In short, the horn of plenty was again 
most copiously poured out on the tayr 
lor's son of St. Lo. 

When the police discovered these pro- 
ceedings, his partisans, upon delibera- 
tion, found it expedient to send the 
dauphin on his travels. His route was 
«o contrived that he everywhere found 
confidential friends, who, being previ- 
ously informed of his supposed high 
birth, shewed him all the* respect due to 
that exalted station* He was once at 
Rheims, twice at Vitry le Fran92ds, and 
often at different- country-seats, wherjc 
balls, concerts, and feasts of every kind^ 
were given in honour of him. At Vi- 
^try he was splendidly and conveniently 
•lodged at tbff ^useof -Madame deiRam* 
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becour, whose husband dosdy followed 
all his footsteps, waited upon him with 
the most attentive zeal, and served him 
like a vakt« On St. Louis'^s day a su^ 
perb fHc was prepared for him, it being 
the feast of the saint whose name h^ 
bore. The ladies sung songs composed 
in honour of him. In the confidential 
circles which he frequented, they always 
called him, mm frincei his portrait was 
handed about as that of the dauphin^ and 
k was reported that the pope himself 
had inaprinted a mark on his leg, to 
know him again by; finally, a letter 
was handed about from a bishops in which 
this deluded prelate writes in expressions 
€f the profoundest respect for this young 
vagabond f and, by Im example, con^ 
vinced many who were still wavering in 
their belief. Already was a court 
formed round Louis XVII; he had iii£- 
mediately his fiivountes, and was going 
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to nominate those who were to hold the . 
great offices of his household. Many 
names of consequence were to be found 
among them. They all gloweilxvith en- 
thusiasm, and prepared to mafi:V. the 
greatest sacrifices. Men of birth and 
rank deemed themselves fortunate in be- 
ing able to perform the meanest drud- 
gery of menial' Service for him. Misers 
turned spendthrifts, that they might 
have the honour of entertaining him. 
It was very natural that such proceed- 
ings should not escape the eye of a vigi- 
lant police. Fouche was informed at 
Paris of all that was going forward at 
Vitry; and a warrant put an end to the 
farce. 

But even when taken into custody, 
Hervagault conducted himself with a 
loftiness and dignity that struclc all pre- 
sent with a kind of dubious awe. His 
most downcast confidents surrounded 

VOL. III. E 
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him with the rtiost heart-ifelt reverence; 
one of theta, highly moved,begged leave 
to embrace him, and the taylor's son 
negligently tendered his hand to kiss. 
The very first night of his incarceratioh 
a most splendid feast was given at the 
prison. Intercessions were made for 
his release upon bail, but in vain ; all 
that could be obtained was to mitig-ate, 
as much as possible, the rigors of his 
•captivity. He was constantly served in 
the most sumptuous manner, and so ac- 
custon>ed to this high style of living, 
that once a chicken, a pigeon, with a sa- 
lad and custard, being served for his 
supper, he thought proper to find the 
fare incomplete, and indignantly dashed 
the mess on the ground. Adnet, the 
notary, called him in his prison, Mon- 
jigfieuKy and was most graciously re- 
warded with the appellation of, Mon petit 
'page^ mon petit valet thambre d^amitie. 



\ 



FROM PARIS. 51 

Thus he acted his part dispassionately, 
and with an air of the utmost import- 
ance. Going to mass, a servant carried 
his prayer-book and cushion. He ap- 
pointed a secretary, and made him sign 
in his name that of Louis Charles. 
Where a man bears a great name, said 
he to the justices, he is sure to be ex- 
posed to persecution. The Mayor of 
Vitry, owing to the great concourse of 
peojde, found himself, at last, under the 
necessity of putting him under closer 
confinement, and, at the same time, in- 
tercepted the enormous supplies of wine 
and good cheer sent for his use. No 
person, but those absolutely necessary 
to attend him, was permitted admission 
without a ticket. 

Meanwhile, his offence was by no 
means considered in a political view, but 
mendy as a matter belonging to the 
correcticmal police, to the enquiiY 
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punishment of which it was accordingly 
left. Madame Saignes was likewise ta- 
ken up as his" accomplice; but there 
being no proof to convict her, was ac- 
' quitted in consequence. Hervagault, in 
'the beginning of the year iSos, was 
sentenced to four years imprisonment, 
as a sharper and abuser of the credulity 
of the people, and confined accordingly 
in the hpuse of correction at Ostend. 
Both the delinquent and the Attorney- 
general, though upon diflFerent grounds, 
' appealed against this sentence to the 
government. 

The matter was now to be treated at 
Rheims, when a new and very impor- 
* tant actor suddenly burst upon the 
scene of this tragi-comedy. The aged 
Prelate L. de S. . . • Bishop de V. . . . 
a man venerable for his integrity, uni- 
versally respected for the austerity of 
his manAprs, and his profound learning, 

I 
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expressed his conviction, that Herva- 
gault was the real and genuine Dauphin* 
He had even spoken to the surgeons 
that had anatomised the corpse of the 
pretended Dauphin in the Temple, who 
had informed him it was not that of 
the real one. He resolved upon freeing 
his young Monarch from the chains of 
captivity, lent out considerable sums to 
cflfect this purpose, abandoned the very 
functions of his office, came to Rheims, 
corresponded with the prisoner by 
means of . the . keeper of the jail, and 
thpught himself sure of his being the 
identical person. The dauphin*s deaths 
appeared to him a mere political lie of the 
National Convention. He even thought 
it his duty to give to the neglected 
prince a good education, and endea- 
voured to accomplish this end with the 
purest and sincerest intentions. He sent 
him amongst other works one day, Le^ 

»3 
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Genie du Chrisiianisme by Cbateaubrianf^ 
and the tragedy of Athalia, upon which 
he received, to his surprise this answer: 
Do you mock me? all this I know by 
heart/* 

All the fears of the prelate were, lest 
the object of his care should be senten- 
ced to transportation. To prevent this, 
he strained every nerve, and made use 
of the interest of every friend he could 
command in P^ris: he drew up a list of 
those persons to whom he intended to 
entrust the fate of the dauphin. In it 
were found, amongst others, the names 
pf JBrissac, Necker, Madame de Stael? 
Montesson, Roquelaure, Angouleme, 
Talleyrand, Puys de Segur, Boufflers, 
LaHarpe, &c. Some believed him, some 
did not; some called him a Blondel^ 
some a yoab. The correspondence was 
carried on in cyphers; it even went so 
far, that the project was formed to 
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marry the dauphin with a distant Tels^ 
tion pf the royal family. Hervagault at 
first seemed to wave the proposal, for he 
had (as the reader will presently be in- 
formed) sworn the oath of fidelity and 
affection to the queen of Portugal's most 
amiable sister, but from political mo- 
tives he yielded, and it was resolved to 
m^ke levies of men for his service. 

But ere these negociations could pos-? 
sibly.ripen, the trial before the criminal 
tribunal at Rheims was once more pub- 
licly revised, and that in the presence of 
a numerous multitude of people, who- 
all were in favour of the accused, loudly 
murmured against the prosecuting At- 
torney-general, and with enthusiastic 
fervour applauded the official defender 
of Hervagault. The judges, however, 
wo.uld not suffer themselves to be mis- 
guided* and confirmed the original sen- 
tence. "While they were deliberating oa 
E 4 
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the subject in another room, the most 
painful iansiety was depicted in the 
countenance of every spectator in courts 
Hervagault heard his sentence with com- 
posure, with a smile of contempt; and 
his partisans, instead of giving credit to 
the juridical decision, obstinately per- 
severed in their former pre-conceived 
opinion. ^They continued to wait on 
him with royal service in the place of 
his detention. He had by him, amongst 
other effects, a silver cup, on which were 
the letters L. C. (Louis Charles) en- 
graved and decorated with an antique 
French crown. This he pretended to 
the jailer was liis cypher. None of his 
adherents deserted his cause; on the 
contrary, their zeal redoubled, and the 

, venerable Bishop of V always 

headed them. Nay, the latter did not 
confine his zeal to presents and good ad^ 
vice, he even resolved mosfactively to 
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exert himself; and being informed that 
ft was intended to bring his illustrious 
pupil from Rheims* to Soissons, he de- 
f eirmined to rescue him on the road from 
the hands of his persecutors. This 
youthful project of an old head was be- 
trayed ; the Bishop and his papers were 
Seized ; and it evidently appeared upon 
proof, that it was his intention to make 
the taylor*s son of St. Lo act the part 
of the dauphin. The government, 
however, had compassion on the hoary 
dotard,' aiid gave him his liberty. Her* 
vagault himself had faired better, if the 
least prospect of amendment had appeared 
hi his conduct; but as he formed another 
junto of partisans at Soissons, it was 
thought proper to make him disappear. 

In order to render it conceivable how 
so many persons of rank and knowledge 
of the world, should have suffered them* 
selves to be made the dupes of this raw 
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youngster, people ought themselves to 
have heard him tell his story. With, 
great emotion be would remember 
how Louis XVL, his father, used to 
give him lessons in history and geogra- 
phy in the Temple* In the tone of the. 
most ingenuous simplicity he would 
talk of a little bitch called FideUy of 
which Marie Antoinette, his mother, 
was very fond^ 

The most minute details he described 
with infentile vivacity, nor did he for- 
get that Simon, his jailer, used to wake 
him in t^e dead of night, to convince 
himself that he liad not been carried oiF. 

I was obliged," said he, " to perform 
the meanest drudgery, which affected 
my health/'—" The ninth Thermidor 
alleviated the miseries of many victims 
of the revolution as well as mine ; they 
gave me better clothes, more whole- 
some victuals, and even allowed me the 
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'ersicms suitable to my age. My sis- 
was permitted to come to me, to eat 
1 play. What a moment was the 
It of our reunion ! (he always wept 
t6rly when speaking of this inter- 
:w.) Meanwliile my health became 
itinually more impaired, and the pri- 
1 air must have Idlled me, had not the 
til decreed to send me relief. One 
fj about the latter end of May, lygSf 
I was just going to dose, one of my 
spers, whom I always liked for his 
Idness, accosted me, and whispering 
id, My dear child, you would 
)h die in this prison, but people who 
^e you, though utter strangers, let 
a know that, if you keep the secret, 
;y will soon bring you to a place 
lere you shall be at full liberty, and 
y with children of your own age.'* 
iWallowed his words with avidity, 
imised to reveal nothing, and waited 
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with anxiety the fulfilment of his pro- 
mise. On the following evening, about 
the same time, a cart with clean linen 
came into the court-yard to be unloaded, 
and to take in another quantity of foul. 
Among this linen was laid concealed a 
very sickly looking child, about my age. 
A strong man in a sailor's dress took 
me in his arms, put me amongst a par- 
cel of the foul things, and only a small 
aperture kept me from suffocation j the 
last thing that I saw in my prison, was 
the sick child, whom they put in my 
bed. I was rather roughly flung into 
the bottom of die cart, and without any 
farther obstruction conveyed to CbailloU 
As soon as we got out of the Temple, 
they gave me a little more air, but on 
approaching the barriers they covered 
me again entirely. At Passy I was car- 
ried, still packed up, into a low room, 
where I was quite at liberty. Here I 
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isaw three strange men, who threw 
themselves at my feet, and seemed to be 
quite beside themselves with joy. They 
quickly put on me female attire, placed 
me in a post-chaise, and drove along the 
road to La Vendee to the army of the 
royalists. How it came about that I 
should be liberated, I was not informed 
till a long time afterwards. After Ro- 
bespierre's fall, the ruling factions were 
divided among themselves, and many 
were not disinclined to the restoration 
of royalty ; overtures were made to the 
Vendean royalists, and negociat ions open- 
ed with them by Rouelle, a member of 
the National Convention; and one of the 
^ conditions which the former insisted 
upon was, my being delivered up to 
them.; to which, however, the com- 
mittee of public welfare added the re- 
' striction, that my deliverance should at 
* first be kept a secret, and another child 
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substituted in my place. After long 
and violent debates, the royalists as- 
sented to the measure. The only dif- 
ficulty was to find a proper subject of a 
child to replace me. Count Louis de 
Trotte undertook it, and sent the Abbe 
Laurent for thispurpose intoNormandy, 
attended by his adjutant Du Hamel. 
They bribed one Hervagault, a taylor 
at St. Lo, to sacrifice, ior a considera- 
tion of 200,000 francs, for the generd 
good, his son, who resembled me. They 
Otherwise assured the taylor that he 
4iad nothing to dread for his son's life, 
and they even concealed .it from him 
that the stripling should be lulled into a 
sound sleep, by means of a strong do>se 
of opium* 

There were but three persons in the 
Temple who knew the secret j this^ was 
the jailer's wife, the above-mentioned 
turnkey^ and the sweeper 4o£the prison. 
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It was the latter who carried me out, 
and delivered me at Passy to Messrs. 
De Trotte du Chatelier and Abbe Lau^. 
rent. Two hours after my deliverance, 
the celebrated Dessault, to whose care I 
had been entrusted, came into the Tem- 
ple, when the too strong dose of opium 
had lulled the child, which was laid in 
my bed, into a lethargic slumber re- 
sembling death. Dessault was going 
to feel his pulse without waking him, 
but on laying his hand upon his body, 
he perceived such a difference between 
it and mine, that he uttered a shriek, 
and his amazement was changed into 
the most vicdcnt fright, when, upon 
dose inspection, no doubt remained of 
its being another child. He remained 
near a full hour in mute amazement. 
He considered his responsibility , the dan- 
ger he was in, and finsdly resolved to 
screen HiBsdif I)yviefii4i^g » : s^cr^ jre* 
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port, perfectly congenial to the truths to 
the committee of public welfare, where 
Rovere, the then president, who was in 
the secret, after the first paroxysms of 
violence in his astonished and furious 
colleagues had subsided, proved to them 
that silence would be the best remedy, 
particularly so as there was every ap- 
pearance that the strange and sickly 
child would die, in which case it would 
be perfectly easy to persuade all Europe, 
;that the real dauphin was dead. Des- 
sault was summoned before the com- 
mittee, and loaded with such bitter re- 
proaches, th^t, overwhelmed with grief 
and vexation, be fell into a disease, which, 
baffing all the skill ^f medicine, proved 
fetal to him. My little ^substitute died 
likewise. . Dessaivlt'^ successor, upon dis- 
section of the body:, was equally sen- 
sible that it was UQt mine, and conse- 
quently made us^ of the. following equi- 
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vocal phrase, in the - praces verbal : ^ Nous 
s$mme$ procidSt a Vomerture (Fun cada^ 
vrci ^ue Us cmmissaires nous presenterent 
C9mme celui du jils de Louis Capot*^ i. e. 

Wc proceeded to the opening of a 
corpse, which the commissioners pre- 
seated to us as that of the son of Louis 
Gapet-V 

^ In the mean time I kept lolling in 
^ carriage upon the high road with 
my ddiverers. The fresh air, and th* 
jolting of the vehicle, at • first made me 
swoon away^ but getting habituated to 
both, the free aspect of nature afforded 
me unspeakable delight* The motion, 
of which I had so long been deprived, 
and the good substantial food I was 
supplied with, visibly strengthened my 
health; We safely arrived at Belleville, 
the headquarters of the royalists, where 
apartments were assigned to me in the 
castle, with at kind of govemess. Mes- 

VOL. III. r 
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sengers were sent in quest of Charrettc, 
who happened just then not to be at 
liand. He came to visit me with Stof- 
flet, viewed me very attentively, was 
cold, spoke but little, but shewed me 
every mark of respect. In what man- 
ner the negociations of peace were 
broken off, owing to the perfidy of the 
republicans, is a fact of public notoriety. 
The unlucky expedition of Quiberon 
produced likewise a disastrous influence 
upon my fate. The cabinet of St* 
James's and the French princes, parti- 
cularly die Count d*Artois, would hear 
nothii^g of a limited monarchy, to which 
the royalists had consented, for the sake 
of which the republicans ha 1 surren- 
dered my person. 1 became the sacri- 
fice of this political scion, with the aid 
of the subtle Puysaye. Charrette him- 
self, whom I often accompanied on 
horseback, earnestly forbade me to make 
my quality knowa. The rumour of 
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my death constantly gained more credit ; 
those few who were better informed- 
durst not expose themselves and me to 
danger. 

At last England desired my surren- 
der, partly under the pretext of identi- 
fying my person, partly because without 
that I must be acknowledged by the 
coalesced powers. I was therefore era- 
barked on the coast of St. Jean dc 
Monts ; and, attended by the Chevalier 
de la Roberie I landed at Jersey, where 
the prince de Bouillon gave me a very 
flattering reception. The chevalier had 
a declaration with him, signed by the 
chiefs of the royalists, in which they ac- 
knowledged me for the legitimate son 
and heir of Louis the XVIth. The same 
secretly happened on the part of the 
Due de Bouillon. He was, however^ 
prevented by the gout from following 
me all the way to England. 

F 2 
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On my arrival in London, I wa^ 
immediately introduced to the Due der 
Harcourt, ambassador of the French 
Princes at the British court, who re- 
ceived me coolly, and asked me several 
impertinent questions, which I thought 
beneath my notice. The Count d*Artois 
refused to see me, from.which it became 
evident that they harboured intentions, 
to the realization of which I had proved 
an obstacle. In the interval, the Cheva- 
lier de la Roberie procured me a secret 
audience of his Britannic Majesty, who 
had been kept in the dark with respect 
to many things. Though his majesty, 
by the advice of his ministers, could not 
acknowledge me publicly; yet apart- 
ments were fitted up for me in the pa- 
lace, where I was served with suitable 
dignity,,and experienced a kind of pater- 
nal treatment. Sometimes the king 



Jiiitiself used to play with me like a child, 
on which occasion I once gave him a 
box on the ear. My uncle was so en- 
raged at the reception I met with, that 
he once ordered a cook of his to jpoison 
my soup. This foul purpose, however, 
was discovered in due time, and an 
antidote quickly administered. The 
king was going to order my uncle 
into confinement, but, by my own in- 
tercession, I averted from him the thuii- 
derbolt of vengeance. My life was 
now no longer safe in England, for 
which reason the king, however relut- 
tantly he parted with me, resolved to 
send me to Rome and Portugal with 
the most powerful recomhicndations. 

" I set out attended by a trusty old 
domestic, and loaded with presents, 
among which there was a mahogairjr 
box lined with gold, containing instruc* 
F 3 



:fo RECOLLECTIONS 

tions for princes destined to ascend a 
throne, T|ie king of England had sign- 
ed theoi with his own hand; and losing 
afterwards all my effects, the loss of this 
^most precious deposit grieved me the 
most. Embarking at Portsmouth^ I 
landed, after a long voyage, in the har- 
bour of Ostia; from whence I went to 

.Rome, where I delivered a letter to 
Pope Pius VIL in the king of England^s 
own hand-writing. His holiness was 
astonished, blessed, caressed, was even 
secretly going to anoint me; and, in 
order to recognize me again, he caused 

. the arms of France to be imprinted 
on my right leg, and the words Vive 
le Roi to be branded upon my left 

^arm. This happened in the presence of 
twenty cardinals. I then went through 

' Spain to Portugal. 

In the former country I saw none 
of my relations but the Duchess of Or- 
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leans, who prostrated herself at my 
feet without my being able to prevent 
her; I took no step to be presented ^t 
the court of Madrid, because I well 
knew how much it depended on France. 
But in Portugal my reception surpassed 
every expectation of mine. Never shall 
I forget Lisbon, the banks of the Tagus, 
and the palace of Quelusl There I first 
became acquainted with love. The 
queen, who shewed the most decided 
partiality for me, promised me the hand 
of her charming sister, the princess Bene- 
dictina, dowager of the prince qf Brazil. 
Her majesty likewise used ev^ry endea- 
vour to interest the potentates of Eu- 
rope in my fate ; to her I stand indebted 
for a declaration signed by the ambaii- 
sadors of nine sovereigns, (England, 
Portugal, the emperor of Gerpiany, 
Prussia, Sardinia, Sweden, Denmark, 
Russia j and the .Pope) by which I was 

F4 
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formaHy acknowledged, and promised 
succour. This declaration must still re- 
main among the archives of the court 
of Portugal. Meanwhile, the ebb and 
flood of the revolution had brought on 
another chain of plans and events. 

Rovere and Pichegru recalled me 
to France, and thought themselves cer- 
tain of the success of their project. I 
bade a painful farewell to the noble and 
hospitable court of Portugal, and to my 
dearly beloved Benedictina. I landed 
at Hamburgh, went to Berlin, and had 
a secret audience at Potsdam of his Prus- 
sian majesty, who received me with es- 
teem and affection. From hence I has- 
tened into Switzerland, and waited at 
Bellevau, Pichegru's country seat, for 
letters from France. They came, and^I 
was apprised that it was now a favour- 
able period, and should set out immedi- 
ately. I set off in my female disguise. 



and had already got as far as Aux- 
erre, when I was informed that my 
party had temporised too long, and 
that the iSth of Fructidor had blasted 
my every hope. Accustomed to the 
tricks of fortune, I remained collected, 
immediately changed my route, and by 
short journies reached the department 
(rf Calvados, where I hoped to effect my 
escape in a fishing boat to Jersey. I 
actually enibarked, but was driven on 
shore by some English cruisers. Here 
1 was taken up as a suspected person^, 
and transpdrteid to Cherbourg. I made 
my escape, fell anaong some banditti, 
•came almost stark-naked to Paris, was 
scantily supported by some old and 
trusty servants of my father's, and foU 
lowing their advice, was on the point 
of flying to Germany, but stopped again 
near Chalons, was delivered up, senten- 
<cd# arhe reader knows the rest/' 
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It must be confessed, that it is almost 
inconceivable how an uncultivated tay- 
lor*s son, from St. Lo, could invent a 
story so artfully contrived./ 

This is still the argument made use 
of by his partisans* His narrative, they 
say, bears the stamp of truth ; and if the 
Ihuphin has not been entirely sent out 
of the world, he will some time or 
other appear again, bring back the 
golden times into our fields, and pro- 
mote to high honours his faithful ad- 
herents. 

THE GALLERY OF PAINTINGS OF LUCIEN 
BONAPARTE 

is Open for the public in general. The 
proprietor is so complaisant at the ap- 
proach of strangers, as to Withdraw into 
other rooms. I have twice seen it, and 
the last time in the presence of the very 
amiable owner, who interested me^not 
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only by his unassuming knowledge, but 
also by his domestic conduct. Carrying 
his child in his arnis, playing with it, 
and conversing with me; plain in his 
dress and manners, he left a grateful re<- 
coUcction in my niind^ 

His gallery is select, and here I saw a 
picture, which, amoiig the. many thou- 
sands I have seen in rriy life, has made 
the profoundest, the most lasting and 
most indelible impression upon me. It 
is Marcus Sextus by Gucrin, a sickly 
young painter. Marcus Sextus returns 
home and finds his wife dead. He is seen 
standing before the corpse, holding her 
cold and pale hand between his fingers, 
• wd staring with fixed looks before him. 
His daughter, weeping, embraces his 
feet. Thisr is the whole group ; the total 
.effect of which is interrupted by no- 
thing. Never did a painter or poet 
express , profouujder feeling, than this 
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Guerin: mute despair has never been 
more eloquently pencilled. The soid 
of this Marcus Sextus is quite dissolved, 
and only the last sensation, previous to 
her dissolution, remained in the torpid 
corpse. He knows not that he is hold- 
ing the lifeless hand of his spouse be- 
tween his own ; he know^ not that 
his poor child is moaning at his feet.; 
nor does he really feel his wretchedness, 
for he seems lost to animation. Good 
God! it is impossible to tarry even a 
minute before this picture, without 
tears gushing from your eyes, and even 
long after leaving it, you see in every 
cornel?' tke heart-r«nding figure ; even 
now, while I am writing, it stands in 
a lively manner before me, and makes 
me shudder with nameless woe. Here 
I ought to mention an anecdote which 
does great honour to the French artists. 
At the first cxLibitioa in the Louvre^ of 
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I £Drg€t livhal picture, it was receive 
with SO' mu^ approbation, that even 
the rivab of the painter crowned it with 
a garlands Some days after, Guerin 
brought hh Hippolite accme par PhSdre } 
the crowned painter espying this mas-i 
ter-piece, this creation of the most kin- 
dred feelings allied with the arts, flew^ 
hastily seized his garland, and hung it 
on Hippolite. His cdileagues, sharing in 
his enthusiasm, desired that Guerin** 
portrait, painted in a masterly manner 
by Robert Lefebure, should be suspend^ 
ed by the same picture, which was done 
accordingly. Lucien Bonapj^rtei who 
is capable of feeling those beauties of 
Marcus Sextus which are out of the 
l^rovince of the arts, seeing this portrait, 
instantly purchased it for one thousand 
francs. I dare prophecy, that within 
the course of one century^ the value of 
this picture will be enhanced tenfold^ 
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and that every man of feeling will wan-»' 
der a pilgrim to see it. It is, they say, 
to be engraven on copper-plate : this I 
am sorry for, since it is impossible that 
these plastic colours can be imitated by 
the burin. ♦ 
A Hoiy Family, by Raphael, one of 
his earlier performances, is likewise a 
fair blossom of fancy; and David's Be- 
lisarius a ripe fruit. This collection 
contains a niimber of valuable paintings 
of the old Italian school, which enrap- 
tured the connoisseur ; but Lucien does 
not disdain the moderns, and posterity 
will thank him for it, for they are no 
way inferior to the ancients, except in 
age: they equal their predecessors in 
the art, and even excel them in the ex- 
pressiveness of poesy. Among the rest 
there is an old woman, once of quality 
and property, who, by lending her 
money to the state, was by the national 
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bankruptcy reduced to beggary: appear- 
ance bespeaks her blind, yet she is de- 
cently dressed : her features betray no 
vulgarity, and she sits, leaning on her 
staff, before a house : a charming boy 
stands facing her, whose dress shews the 
traces of better times; perhaps her 
grandson* With woeful countenance, 
and tear-bedewed eyes, he holds his hat 
to the passengers. This hat is empty, 
and in the front of the house, against 
which the old woman supports her 
back, there is to be read, among many 
other handbills, advertising balls, con- 
certs, and lotteries, the proflFered reward 
of twenty.five louis-d'ors for a dog lost. 
This picture, a superb performance, con- 
tains a bitter satire on the French revo- 
lution. I likewise found the figfure of 
a boy, who falls asleep as he is reading a 
book ; and that of a girl, who wishes 
to drink out of a bason of milk^ but is 
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prevented by another child from drink** 
ing too much, extrenuely pretty..* /jChc. 
little fellow wantonly, pushc^ .her fore-* 
head with his .ha^d, and Qn.^ J^i^ for^* 
h^ead ar^ ,kgibly engraved th^j .words, 
" Why, you leave nothing for mel" 
Eet^ St. Stephen, pierced with anrpwsy 
be suspended by the side xxf this amiable 
group ! A couple of fena^de chess playcjrs^ 
by a master of a more ancient ^^clwol? 
likewise gave me pleasure^ This gallery 
can surely not fail of soon being one, of 
the first in France ; for Ludcu's ,tasl:e 
being now so well known, master-pie^ 
of the arts are offered him for sale ir^m 
every quarter, and I found a number 
placed fpund the walls, waiting Ipi^ de* 
termination. . t , . ? . 

Lucien is likewise in pos9e3sio^ . of 
several fine antiques ; amongst otbfprs, 
of a Cupid in high value with 4^nateiirj»9 
he bought all these, in a sale by auction 
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at Malaga, being part of the cargo of an 
En^islrsHlii taken by a French privateer* 
These thtngS belonged to an English- 
man, wliOse'name I do not recollect, but 
who atftctwards offered fifty thousand 
francs more than Lucien did, provided 
his cflFects were restored to him. Lu* 
den itnmcdiately ordered that sum to 
be paid him^ by way of indemnity. 

By the by I must mention, that there 
is no house in Riris where there is such 
a general temperature of warmth, in all 
the apartments in winter as in Luden's 
pahtce. These are heated in the same 
manner as the superb hall of the council 
of Five Hundr^ Fourcroy has a simi* 
hr co«tiSvaiK:e in his dining-hall, imme* 
diatdy below the table,, which at first 
proves very acceptable to the guests in 
winter, but soon grows troublesome, 
as warm as a bath. 

TOL. III. « 
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TH^ QALLERY OF M^ANUSCRIPTS* 

I PAsif over in silence the superb Na- 
tionalLibrary, which, even thirteen years 
a^, contained upwards of three hun* 
dred thousand volumes, and has since 
"Ibeen considerably augmented. The 
powers of description are baffled; for 
he that has not time to study these trea^ 
sures, for months together, wanders 
through vast halls overstocked with 
books, as through a pathless forest, and 
can say of those no more than of these, 

I have seen books^^i — " I ..have seen 
irees.^* I would, however, desire Rus* 
sians to pay attentioja to a chart of the 
Caspian Sea, drawn by Peter the Great 
himself, and left as a present during his 
$tay in France. 

I immediately conduct the jeadcr into 
the gallery of eighty-four thousand ma/- 
nuscripts, which the learned and cele« 
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brated Langles shewed me with so much 
kindness and complaisance, that I cannot 
help even now feeling the liveliest sen- 
sations of gratitude. Previous to the 
revolution i the number of these manu- 
scripts did not exceed thirty-five thou^ 
sand ; but thie sword of the conqueror 
atfiassed rich spoils, particularly in th© 
Vatican at Rome, and at Venice. I will : 
name here what still hovers in my me-', 
rndfy, and what may be interesting even^ 
to the unlettered. 

Manuscript lettef-s of. Henry IV. to his 
Misfress. Most of them, have in fact al- 
ready appeared in ^rint, but they make 
a xAuch livelier impression when seen in- ; 
Henry's own hand-writing, and by hdd-i 
iiig the same sheet of paper once perused 
by the beauteous eyes of his charmer. 

Such, too, is the case with the manu- 
scrijit of Fendon's Telemachuis, in which 
G 2 
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the COTfoct Ions of the amhor deserve 
particular ^notice* . • : ; 

A book of devotion,on purple parch* 
ment, of the sixth century, derives its 
value merely from its great antiquity! 
but the Epistles of Paul in Greeks of 
the same epoch, beconie additionaBy re* 
markable by a particular anecdote. An 
Englishman was once studying" almost 
every day in the library, and being con- 
sidered as an honest man of lett^s^they 
watched him but little. . The learned 
rogut, however, stole* several chapters 
out of Paul, which he most artfully 
cut out, and carried his spoil to Oxford. 
Much time elapsed before the theft was 
observed; but when it happened^ thd 
then keeper of the manuscripts^ the 
Abbe Sallier, was so much shocked at • 
it, that he fell sick and died. Search 
was made for the perpetrator j the plun« 



dered chapters were discovered in the 
Oxford library, dahned, and his Britan- 
nic Majesty ordered them to be deliver- 
ed up ioitnediately* 

I found a most ancient manuscript of 
Terence, with the niarks at the begin- 
aing of each piece, and several scenes 
painted between, particularly interest- 
ing. They contain a number of things* 
^ich the learned antiquaries themselves 
arc not now able to account for, and 
probably served to point out the deco- 
rations, which were often merely de- 
noted by symbols. For example, a 
square machine, not larger than a com- 
mon door, covered over with ropes like 
a net, divided the theatre as it were 
into two parts. 

These things are followed by the Ko- 
ran brought by Charles V, from Mo- 
xoccb; an Indian novel, with fine lively 

^ 3 
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pictures, invaluable for illustrating the 
c;Q^t]yiii[iesr and usages of. India, contain*- 
ipg ^it:tl^, ead a widow,. who is burning 
herself with the corpse of her husband, 
'with this inscription underneath : These 
pomes arise to my love. 

A number of Chinese portraits exhi- 
bit rarity to the view. A French book, 
en^bdlished with fine paintings by a 
rBraniin ; Hindoo naanuscripts, on paloo- 
leaves, many of which are still unknown, 
amongst others a poem^ containing the 
whole cosmogony of the Indians ; a large 
board brought from China, proving that 
the . Christian religion had penetrated 
into that empire as early as the seventh 
century : its being genuine is particular- 
ly discoverable by the Syriac initials, 
which U^e bishops then ^ made use of;^ 
various manuscripts, with pretty por- 
'traits,;mis$als most ekgajatly bound, &c. 
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iThis, indeed, is sure to arrest the atten- 
tion even of the unlettered, ladies not 
excepted, in the gallery of manuscripts. 

INSTITUTION OF THE DEAF AND DUMB. 

The successor of the celebrated De 
l'Ef)ee, Sicard, whose fame likewise is 
not of an equivocal description, had 
been ill for some time, and was obliged 
to postpone the usual public sittings ; 
for which reason there was a crowded 
audience when he sent his invitations 
for the first time after his recovery. 
The hall could scarcely contain the 
number of strangers; its only ornament 
was the bust of the Abbe de TEp^. 
Rowft of benches are raised in an am^ 
phitifcSatrical form ; the deaf and dumb 
Bit on the foremost, but Sicard mounted 
a professional chair. 

Notwithstanding his recent indispQigr 
Uon, he sppke almost without int^rrujp^ 



fiS * RECOLLECTIONS 

tion from half-past twelve till after four 
O^dock, consequently almost five hours, 
of which, however, he in a certain mea- 
sure beguiled us, for nobody thought 
it had been longer than two hours. 
Those foreign journals that reproach 
him with quackery, in my opinion, 
wrong him. There is nothing of this 
kind in his character ; and if he some- 
times makes his pupils play some tricks, 
it is very venial in him, for how should 
he for such a length of time entertain 
«o large arid so mixed an assembly ? 

On the day I was present he did 
more; nay, even too much for an audi- 
ence which mostly consisted of ladies. 
He displayed his method and its design, 
V^hich is to make men of those unfortu- 
nates, to remove the obstacles opposed 
by their defective organization, and to 
apply the means of remedying them, 
fie demonstrate, that a deaf and dumb 
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jpersoti could be made acquainted not 
only with aU the usual things, obvious 
to the senses^ but even the most abstract 
truths. . 

Massieu^ his most intelligent pupil, 
IS certainly an extraordinary being, and 
his mental efforts, if they may be called 
so, excite astonishment. A man of 
learning among the audience once put 
his abilities to the test, by difficult pro- 
blems, which he solved with admirable 
ingenuity. He was, for instance, to ex- 
press the notion of Etre Eternel {Eternal 
Being), though the notion of Sire is al- 
ready of itself so difficult. The latter, 
however, was familiar to him, and he 
soon found it out. Sicard asked him 
by signs whether there was an etre to 
which this appellation belonged exclu- 
sively. He hesitated for a moment, and 
^t last, $truck as it were^ with the quick- 
ficss of Ughtnis^g, and with joy spark- 
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iing in his eyes, he wrote on the board 
Dieu! and added, a moment kfter wards, 
wkhajldndi of triumph^ Stre des Stres! 
At another time, when Massieu, guided 
by his master, was analysing the verb 
to will, ( vouloir J with all its divisions 
and I subdivisions, one of the audience 
wished him to define the word velleite^ 
which is known to be intranslatable, 
and signifies as much as a half^wilL 
Sicard assured him that this uncommon 
word had never been dictated, and Mas- 
sieu had never read it; but he immedi- 
.atdy began with much readiness to de- 
velope the notions to him, or rather to 
let him develope them himself, that he 
might discover it alone. Had thene 
been any imposition here, it mu»t have 
been very nicely contrived, and both 
teacher and pupil must have been greait 
actors* Massieu was evidently w^ary 
of attempting the ^scovery^ and after 
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long reiectioM, be wrote down pStife 
$jicar4 approted. ky but gave 
him to understand it must be eitprdssed 
in a single word. He now seemed much 
embarrassed* and at last wrote tdo^rn on 

r 

the table, " ta comply with this request^ 
I must call the Latin tongue to my as* 
sistance, and, according to its analogy^ 
try to create a word/* He then wrote 
down veUet€?LCid veHite, so that there was 
only one letter wanting. 

Their last performance of skill was 
the foUo wng : Massieu dictated by signs 
out of a book which had just been pub- 
lished, and was wholly unknown to 
him, to another deaf and dumb person'^ 
who copied exactly word for word what 
was dictated. At last, a pretty little 
girl came, and read from the board, 
with an audible voice, what had been 
copied. The letter e was the only one 
45he could not pronounce, bdbng at; the 
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^nd, and in that case pronounced 
through thfc nose in French ; an opera- 
tion which; being internal, cannot be 
taught these unfortunate people. 

It was moving, and remarkable, to 
Jiear Sicard address all the mothers pre- 
sent, intreating them to apply his me- 
thod likewise to sound children, which 
is to let them find and invent by them- 
Sjelyes that which they are to be taught, 
as this was the only method to teach 
them any thing of permanent utility, 
(In the German establishments for edu- 
cation, this niethod has long ago been 
introduced). Sicard several times beg- 
ged pardon of the ladies assembled, for 
too often losing himself in the depths 
cf metaphysics. 

^ This request was partly superfluous, as 
the ladies paid no attention to it; but I 
think he is in the wrong, in so mixed 
an assembly; to enter in,to such minute 



FROM PARIS» 9} 

details ; he should for this purpose choose 
a narrower circle, as the disturbance to 
which the attentive observers were ex- 
posed on the day I was there would then 
be less to be apprehended. The hall 
had long been crowded, all the doors 
were shut, and the operations had bc*» 
gun, when every moment somebody 
wanted to enter, and the doors not being 
opened quick enough, they impudently 
drummed against them with their fists*. 

The pupils appeared in general to be 
lively, particularly the girls, who were 
always making gesticulations to each 
other. 

When a new pupil is admitted, the 
others immediately give him a name^ 
which is dictated by the opinion they 
conceive of his ingenuity, and by thia 
they form a sign. They have, for in- 
stance, one for Sicard, which implies, 
that he usually inclines his head some- 
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what to the right. Sicard*^ delivery is 
manly, perspicuous, and energetic, and 
he even sometimes strays into the regions 
of poetry; sometimes too his lessons are 
too plain, as if they were for absolute 
l>lockheads. He often begged attention,' 
which became very necessary indeed. 

THE FRENCH THEATB^ES. 

There being no less than seventeen 
or eighteen theatres in the French ca^ 
pital, in which plays are daily acted, it is 
evident that they must possess different 
merit. Some are excellent, some good, 
some middling, and some very bad. 

The Tb^tre Frat2fais is the first in 
rank and perfection. Respecting the 
French manner of acting tragedies, I 
have already ^ven my opinion in several 
passages of my work. I cannot bear them,' 
precisely biifcifcuse they are acted in a 
paxtkttlar manner. ' AH the Frencli hd- 



' FROM PARIS. 95 

roes are moulded in one form } they have 
only one way of expressing sentiment 
and passion } he who has seen but one 
of their tragedies has seen them all. 
Some of the principal actors at the Tbe^ 
aire Francois are sometimes an exception 
in this respect, and the matchless Talma 
always. He himself owns that he en- 
deavours to blend the German with the 
; French manner. Those who envy him 
blame him on this account} but the 
great cflfect which he always produces 
on th^ audience plainly proves that h^ 
affects the heart. 

Talma is a handsome man, with a mild 
and melancholy physiognomy^ which, 
however, expresses every passion. He 
speaks with a great deal of sound reason 
on nature and art, and on the' great di^ 
pute between the French and the Gerr 
jnans, who do homage sometimes to the 
onq^ and som^tdmcs to the other^ (x^yor 
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sivdy. The union of both, he justly 
observes, would majse both triumphant* 
He has seen foreign theatres. Examine 
every things and retain the goody is his 
motto. 

I will name some pieces which I have 
seen performed on the Theatre Franfois* 
The part of Tancred was very well sus- 
tained by Lafond; but all the other 
parts were very indifferently acted. Ar* 
menide fell to the share of an actress, 
who went through two characters in the 
same piece. Les Deux Freres (my own 
Versohnung oder Bruders Zwisty translated 
into French) was as charmingly repre* 
sented as any thing I ever saw, or pro? 
bably ever shall see again. Baptiste, as 
Captain, and Michot, as Hans BuUer, 
were matchless and inimitable. Made* 
moiselle Mars, as Charlotte, was inexpresr 
sibly amiable, full of ndivetSy modesty^ 
Kfinement, and innocence : it is imjpos- 
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slble i^ot to be bewitched by this youngs 
est' of* tte graces. Damas, ^ Doctor, 
&c. was good. Indeed, to sec one's own 
productions thus performed, is real cn*- 
joyment ! At the representation of Les 
Deux Freres^ I recollected, in a very lively 
manner, the Vienna Theatre, where its 
most interesting passages were selected, 
and the best acting bestowed upon them. 
This piece of mine, I am informed, upon 
its first introduction, had a great cabal 
to conquer ; but it constantly rose in 
reputation, and is now a favourite piece 
among the Parisians. 

Le Tasse was represented with alte- 
rations. I do not know what this piece 
might have been before it was altered ; 

[ but this I know, that it will always re-^ 
main a bad piece, particularly in the 

^ opinion of those who are acquainted 
with the works of Goethe. It has, how-. 
ever, some good situations. The u\o- 

VOL. III. 11 
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ment at which Tasse recovers from his 
delirium was represented, by Lafond, in ' 
a manner to make you shudder, and 
acted with great truth. But the Prin- 
cess (Mademoiselle Fleury), a woman 
in her forties, made Tasse's amorous 
madness appear quite inconceivable. 
V Homme a Bonnes Fortunes is such an old 
comedy, that now-a-days it will scarcely 
pass as a farce. I was astonished at Da* 
zincourt, whom a Frenchman, that hap- 
pened to be near me, represented a$ one 
of the best comedians of the old school ; 
and he certainly is an excellent servant 
in comic pieces ; but when he puts on 
his maiSter's clothes to seek also hi$ 
bonnes fortunes^ when he steeps his pocket 
handkerchief into the lavender-water, 
and, finding it afterwards too wet, 
wrings it into the prompter's box with- 
out offence to th? delicacy of theParisians, 
I expressed my surprise to my neighbour, 
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who became embarrassed, and gave it as 
his opinion, that Datsinconrt was such 
a favourite with the public, that they 
would permit him to do any thing. 

In Zairej Mademoiselle Volney, a 
ijtctty young girl, acted her part toler- 
ably well ; and Lafond, in Orosman, ap- 
peared fnghtful. After the play was 
over, both were called upon the stage. 
The noise lasted more than a quarter of 
an hour before Mademoiselle Volney ap- 
peared, and, after dropping a slight 
curtesy, she immediately retired. La- 
fbnd, notwithstanding all the clamours, 
did not appear. The music struck up, 
and the vociferations were still conti- 
nued. The curtain was raised, and the 
second piece going to begin; but the 
audience would not permit the perfor- 
mers to speak. At last one of the actors 
came forward, and said : " Gentlemen, 
our tomrade is ht>t wdl,** w\i\c\i 5»!cs&* 

H 2 
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fied pcpple. Les Projets ffe Mariage^ 
by JPuvaJ, is a pretty piece^and was very 
mucla applauded. In Andromaque^ I saw, 
for the first tiine. Mademoiselle Duches- 
nois in the character of Hermione. I 
was often asked, whether I liked her 
better than her beautiful rival. Made- 
moiselle George. To this I generally 
avoided giving an answer ; but when 
that was impracticable, I frankly owned 
that neither of them particularly struck 
my fancy^ In the first place. Made- 
moiselle Duchesnois is much uglier than 
an actress ought to be ; in the second 
place, slie has, with all the defects of the 
French manner, another entirely her 
own ; I mean a kind of singing tone in 
her declamation, and then she dwells 
with all her force on several syllables in 
every line. Add to all this, that iier 
whole manner is evidently studied ; she 
seems . almost constantly, as it wer£^ 
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placed before a looking-glass ; not a word 
comes from the heart, or is inspired by 
nature; all is art upon art. On the 
other hand, Talma, in Orestes, is very- 
capital. If I had never heard him re- 
peat any thing but his last soliloquy in 
Andromanue^ I should know enough of 
him to maintain, that he is one of the 
greatest actors that ever lived, or will 
live. 

I find my old observation daily con- 
firmed, that the French have no other 
motion to denote a noble dignity, than 
to turn their back upon you ; a thing 
which they are likewise apt to do iu 
many other instances. The gay farce 
of Monsieur de Crac I saw, to my sur- 
prise, worse represented here than at 
Geneva. 

In the Orphelin de la Chine^ Mademoi- 
selle George appeared as Idame, a ma- 
jestic beauty, though somewhat disfigur- 

H3 
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ed by the impleasant Chinese costume. 
She is tall and stout, shaped like a queens 
is reported to be but seventeen, and 
loc^s five ^nd twenty. She act^ well, 
does not shriek sq much as her rival, 
and sometimes declaims in moving ac- 
cents. Though she pleased tne, in some 
measure, yet I cannot say that she alto- 
gether answered my expectation. There 
was another of the actors who played 
very badly the first-rate character as- 
signed to him.' In Tancred^ I was obliged 
to put up with him as Andre } in Zaire^ 
even asLusignan ; and, at last, as Idame's 
spouse. The public laughed at hi^ 
once or twice. Unfortunately there is 
no other actor for this cast of parts, ex* 
cept Monvel, who is old and infirm^ 
Ulmpertinent was very well given by 
St, Phal. 

In La Metramaniey Fleury is a very 
able comic actor ; he still completely re^ 
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lains the former refined ton \ we have 
only to regret that he is to^ aged tp 
perform the part of a lover. A new 
piece by one Longchamp, entitled, Le 
pauvre Garfon Malade^ was interrupted 
by a violent uproar, and the perform* 
ance was not suffered to proceed. The 
decorations were very pretty, and when 
the curtain was raided the piece was 
much applauded. A young man, who 
had sprained his leg, and was not able to 
stand upon it, was lying on a coucfi. A 
few steps from him, on a table, was 1 
gold snuff4x>x. A thief enters and robs 
him of it before his eyes, without hii 
being able to stir in order to prevent it* 
(Loud hissdSi). His mistre^, who is in 
search of him, is in the next room^ 
without knowing that he is in the house. 
She accidentally happens to sec the snufF- 
bex^ which she had hersdf given to her 
lover, in the liands of a stranger, and 

H4 
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purchases it. Her father, who does i 
know the snufF-box, is pleased with 1 
cheap bargain, and takes it fron:! h 
(More hisses). He finds the time h? 
heavy on his hands in the pnbllc-h6i 
and has a mind to play a game at ch 
The landlord brings him to the pati( 
who also feels himself irksome; 
•neither of them knows the other. T 
play, and the old man happens to 
the box down : the young man im: 
diately recognises it, and charges 
visitor with the theft. (Hisses), 
prove that the snuff-box really belc 
to him, he opens a secret corner, 
shews him his daughter's portrait. ( 
plause). How the piece would tei 
nate might be easily guessed, 
hisses Were at one time so ^^lolent, 
the performers were obliged to quit 
stage, having listened long enougl 
this music. But no\N' one part of 



FROM PARIS. 105 

audience began to applaud, while the 
other continued to hiss, in such a man- 
ner as to make the ears ring. Baptiste, 
who was playing the part of the father, 
came forward, and discreetly asked, 
whether they would allow the piece to 
go on or not ? " Yes ! yes resounded 
from all parts of the house. The play 
was now resumed, but the hissing im- 
mediately become so strong, that the 
last scene was entirely lost. Meanwhile^ 
some called out : C^est mauvais ! others 
fai>: ! silence ! and then again la toilc! 
or down with the curtain ! in short no 
pen can describe this noise. 

I have been assured that the men take 
whistles with bellows under both arms 
and in both shoes to the theatre, so that 
they seem to applaud with their hands, 
while they are only moving tii em to put 
the hissing whistles'in motion ; as 
often as they stand on tip-toe :iT;.i let 
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their heels sink again, the whistling 
sounds from both their shoes. 

The representation of my drama of 
Misanthropy and Repentance had been 
long delayed by the illness of an aftQr* 
Madame Talma played EulaliaTery well, 
and St. Phal Meinan much worse than I 
cxpeded. For, in the first place, so lusty 
a man should never act such a part ; se* 
condly, the actor should never rave in 
such a frightful manner j and thirdly, he 
should not be dressed like a journeyman 
mechanic He wears an old fashioned^ 
dark blue coat, with ydlow buttons, a 
scarlet waistcoat, bhck breeches, and 
boots higher than the knees. When t 
expressed my surprise at this strange ' 
custom, they replied: €*eff Altemand 
(It is German > It was in vain for me 
to argue and to shew my own frock, 
which had been made in Germany. 
They insisted upon it it was ie fosium 
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Allemand. I concluded with assuring 
them that only the German journeyman 
butchers wore such dresses, and would 
not waste another word. Meinan seve- 
ral times seized himself by the breast 
with so violent a gripe, that it was every 
moment to be feared lest he should tum** 
ble headlong into the pit. 

Philantej by Molierei likewise afforded 
some fine acting by Fleury. He evea 
wore epaulets on rich regimentals. If 
the costume a la MoIUnwcxc tohc gene* 
* raUy adopted, I should have nothing to 
object ) but as the ladies appeared drest 
in the newest fcishion a la GrecquCy this 
mixture is both ridiculous and repug^^ 
nant to taste. 

In Dido MademoiseUe George appeared 
in the display of her queen-like, beauty* 
The tyger-<&kJB, a^d the quiver about 
her shouldors and neck, the bow in her 
hand, made her the most charming 



I08 RECOLLECTIONS 



Diana ; and a thoufand actors, heedless 
of danger, would not resist the tempta- 
tion to surprize her in the bath : but 
her acting was very indifferent ; I can- 
not pass over in silence a trait of the 
deportment of the public on this occa- 
sion. Some trifling applause being once 
heard, a whistle immediately resounded 
in the pit. This she really did not de- 
serve. The public, too, with a lively 
resentment of the injustice done her, 
finding that but a few had just applaud- 
ed, gave the loudest bursts of acclama- 
tion. But the whistler would not be 
put out of tune ; for no sooner was all 
quiet again, than his instrument re- 
echoed anew. Now too, the whole pit, 
moved as it were by one impulse, impe- 
tuously roared, turn him out;*' (a la 
forte). But it being impossible to disco- 
ver the whistler, and one person always 
pointing at another, the pit, animated as 
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it were by one soul, resolved, instead of 
giving way any further to their loud 
marks of dissatisfaction with the whist- 
ler, to testify their loud applause of the 
whistled. They again turned, as if pul- 
led with one string, towards the stage, 
exclainiing amidst the loudest plaudits ; 
bravo! bravo! so that the very pillars 
shook. During this whole scene, which 
might have lasted about five minutes^ the 
situation of poor George was past de- 
scriptioa. She stood with downcast 
.eyes, her head sunk, and folded hands, 
and the blood in her cheeks really out- 
glowed the rouge. She was indeed a 
most moving beauty. 

Uepreuv.e Noiwelle^ by Marivaux^ is an 
insignificant piece ; but it was so charm- 
ingly acted upon the whole, that it 
pleased me. Mademoiselle Mars, in par- 
ticular was inexpressibly amiable. She 
is a favourite of the public, and yet ex- 
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tremely modest. ^* I have had ho dSbuU^ 
saidshe. sHpt into the Theatre Francois 
^th trifling insignificant parts, and tliis 
IS now attended with the advantage, that 
I have no greater reputation to support/* 
Exclusive of this she is a very modest 
girl, bears an excellent character, rejects 
all offers, and remains invariably faithful 
to her first engagements. 

After a long illness Monvel again 
made his appearance in Cinna. He is a 
very good actor, but the part of an em- 
peror was just at that time too much for 
him. It is a pity that age should not 
render his merit respectable. The Chief 
Consul was present at tlie same repre- 
sentation, and he is said never to respect 
Cinna. People are curious to learn, 
whether in such a situation, he will not 
say likewise : ^ojons amis^ Cinna ! Made- 
moiselle George is, as usual, very hand- 
some, and not much more. Talma, in 



ritOM PARIS. 



Ill 



general, acts Cinna, and is deified for it. 
The day I saw it, Lafond supplied his 
place in a double character. — By the bye 
I cannot help noticing here, that the 
French actors, since the revolution, have 
made a singular change in their pronun« 
dation; they say, for instance, instead 
of, mon ciBur^ men sorty &c viun cceurj 
mun sort. Such is the change which 
has taken place almost on every French 
stage, and what is nniost singular, the 
offending individuals knew nothing of 
the matter, and only first learned it of me. 

Hermann and Werner is a poor pro- 
duction, which, however, afforded satis* 
faction owing to the able performance of 
Mademoiselle Mars : the same may be 
said of La Belle Fermiere, in which she is 
supported by the excellent Michot. La 
Babillard affords proper parts for St. 
Phal. I observe that the French gene- 



112 RECOLLECTIONS 



rally waste much time in Idking'i^iShirir 
reheamfe- • ^ >vsi ^• 

In Jphigenie en Tauride^ Talma,' '-as 
Orestes, celebrated another triumph. 
La DedaigneusSy a new comedy, in ^hich, 
as the title shews, a coquette spurns eViiiy 
body, is at last, as she ought to be, aban- 
doned to her fate, affords matter for dhe 
act, but not for three. Mademoiselle 
Mezeray is a good actress in these parts: 
the younger Mademoiselle Mars likewise 
attracted general attention in it. This 
piece has some pretty sallies, but is very 
tedious upon the whole. It "wzs hissed, 
and notwithstanding the presence of the 
First Consul, the noise grew so loud^ 
that the end of the performance could 
not be heard ; he however staid to the 
last, without paying any attention to 
what was going forward. If this piece 
was, as it is asserted, the first essay of a 
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young poet, he was used too severely. 
Lt Seducteitr Amoureuxy is a well chosen 
subjectt tn which Fleury acted the prin* 
dpal part. 

That the Theatre Francois should still 
exhibitpieceslike the^^M^decinMalgre Lui^ 
spears inconceivable to me, among a 
nation whose ears love delicacy ; par- 
I ticularly such scenes as in the following 
J dialogue : Ya-UelU a la chaise percee f 
' Oui.'—Ct^ieusement ? — Asse% — Et la ma^ 
tiere est^elU — ^c. The continual drub- 
bings and cudgellings should likewise 
' be left to the shows of Harlequin. 

This theatre entirely maintains itself 
by the performance of old pieces, the 
new ones being generally hissed and 
damjied. Agamemnon is the only new 
tragedy which maintains itself, notwith- 
standing the most ironical, yet well- 
deserved criticism. The house is fine 
and spacious, and seven rows of boxes 
^ VOL. iii« I 
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apd galleries are placed above cacii oflicr^ 
even through the ceiling. . You hear in 
every part very distinctly, but in many 
places the view of the stage is obstruct- 
ed by the pillars which support the 
boxes, 

2. The second principal theatre is the 
Grand CXpera^ which deserves in many 
respects to be called the first theatre in 
the world. Orchestra, Chorus, Decora- 
tions. Machinery and Dancing, are no 
where to, be found equal to what is seen 
in this place j but the singing may be 
compared to a mere howl. They ex- 
cuse this by the size of the house, butdn 
vain. Why is every tone of Madame 
Brancha to be heard, though she is far 
from squalling so tremendously as Ma^ 
demoiselle Maillard, who will surely be 
carried off a corpse from the stage. She 
very often shrieks to such a shocking 
degree in passionate parts, that all the 



tone^ she utters, biecoxne inarticulate. 
Wete she to have recourse to this me- 
thod only on some occasions, it would 
produce more effect ; but it is become 
mature in her, and she reproduces It in 
€very scence. 

Adrian as it is given with Pichul's mu?- 
sic^ appears, to me at least,a mastelrpieee 
of declamation. How well the orchestra 
is occupied, will appear from there being 
six counter-bass violins. There is no 
prpmipter in the opera, and the leader 
oF the band performs this function. Thi 
singers are at the same time good ac- 
tors, a talent, the possession o£ which 
cannot even be denied to the squalling 
Demoiselle Maillard. Madame Brancha 
plays with much natural grace, and the 
figurantes were not ranged like a proces- 
sion of school-boys, but always in pic- 
turesque groups. ITie combats do not 
consist of wretched clattering, but?i^ 



I 
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pear soinptimes very serious. Adrian's 
triumphal arch is splendid, and the cos- 
tume equally rich and magnificent. To 
shift the scenes the curtain is not let 
down. The only impropriety I remark- 
ed in this piece was the falling down of 
a stone bridge, after twenty or thirty 
Ipeople had passed over it. 

As it is necessary to go early to the 
Grand Opera to get a place, niany per- 
sons take books with them, and read 
till it begins, for which the greatest fa- 
cility is afforded, by the excellent man- 
ner in which the house is illuminated. 

The poet Duval has altered my Hus- 
sites into a great opera ; and if Pichul, 
who is to compose the music, furnishes 
it as richly with the treasures of his fan- 
cy as he did Adrian, it cannot fail pro- 
ducing the best effect. 

Anacreon, by Cherubini, is a tedious 
|)roductiQii9 which might perhaps con- 
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tain matter enough for a small, but by 
no mea,ns for a great opera. Were not 
the decorations so superlatively elegant, 
it would not be wqrth goin^ to see. 
The Judgment of Paris, a grand ballet, 
by Gardel, is as badly contrived, and 
as tedious in its manner as Anacreon. 
The first act does not belong to the rest, 
for it consists only of a sporting scene 
of shepherds, in which Paris is seen lus- 
tily romping with a number of girls, 
and at last kills a lion, which had at- 
tacked the flocks.. 

Saul, properly called a pasticcio, that 
is to say, a composition of good musical 
pieces by several masters, produced an 
excellent effect ; particularly a chorus by 
Handel, which moved me to tears. But 
these chorusses ought to be heard; they 
are matchless. 

The marching of the troops is beau- 
tiful, and the dancing in Ikiyid's trium- 

' 13 



h%9 RJBCOLLEC nONS 

phal entry, when the sportive children 
strew his path with roses, is equally 
charming- 

The ballet, Les Noces de Gamachcy is a 
silly thing; but Don Quixote plays very 
well in it, and his Rosinante and Sancho 
Pancha's she-ass were Uving creatures 
which afforded great pleasure to the Pa- 
risians. The Caravan of Cairo, by Gre- 
try, I found rather tedious, but Rous- 
seau's Le Devin du Village j deeply inte- 
rested Hie. The public, much moved^ 
encored the song in which Madame 
Brancha honoured Rousseau's memory* 
Semiramis by a young composer, who is 
a pupil of the Conservatoire de Musiquey 
and does honour to this institution, was 
splendidly represented. A war dance 
excited enthusiasm, the cbp of thunder 
which destroys Ninus*s tomb, was real 
thunder, and what decorations! t^se 
Hbtpesid^ gardens, the tower of fiabd! 
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I deem it a great fault that Semiramis is 
not once more brought upon the stage 
at the end, to die triumphant. - The 
ballet Le Retour de Zephyre is badly in- 
vented, but suited very wcU the abilities 
of Duport, a young dancer, who al- 
ready surpasses Vestris. Among other 
qualifications, he possesses an extraor- 
dinary strength and agility, consisting 
in turning forty or fifty times round 
upon one leg; but w^ell knowing, that 
he is each time so applauded as if every 
body was purposely come to see it, he 
every moment has recourse to this skil- 
ful exertion^ of which the Parisians are 
never tired. 

Hectibe^ I do not know by what naas* 
ter, had a most beautiful decoration at 
the end ; a wall in the back ground of 
' the stage fell down, and Troy was dis- 
covered in £ames, which was 00 ordi* 
aary theatrical fire, as a^ty ^^PtuaUy 
I 4 
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burning, could be seen, and one coIo* 
node after another was gradually hmied 
ddwn; oVer the glowing ruins, Mtiezs 
was seen cariyilig his aged father, and 
the gigantic horse was rearing its head 
among the thick volumes of smoke. 
The illusion was complete; the ballets 
of Tekmachus and Psyche are fetitt 
given, but not with the same exertioos 
as thirteeii^years ago. 

In OTder not to neglect seeing any of 
the theatres in Paris, I visited the Grand 
Opera less than I wished ta have dond; 
The present manager, Bohnet, is perio- 
cuted with sarcastic critidsms, which is 
generally the fate of all managers^ hoW^ 
ever great their abiKties and exertions. 
Exclusive of this abuse;, he labours under 
Airther restrictions, being subordinate to 
the prefect! of the Palace. No wondtti 
tfaerefcnre^ if Bonaparte-^ taste is huw 
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prove it; my traYcHingwmpamon, tht 
meritorious Weber, directcw: of mitdc 
at Berlin^ who treads so firmly in the 
fisDtsteps of Gluck, had, ty. one of hi§ 
symphonies played in a public concert, 
so much engaged general notice, that 
the direction of the opera charged him 
1;rith the composition of a nqw piece for 
the house, and a good subject being the 
only thing wanting, I proposed one, 
which, by accident, was the hbtory of 
Eginhard and Emma. No sooner had 
the managers cast their eyes upon thd 
titlc^ La Fitie de Charlemagne^ than, ow. 
ing to the- mere name of Charlemagne^ 
they most gbdly gave their consent. 

3- The O^er^jr Buffa^ so richly though 
vainly endowed by Bonaparte, is but 
an indifibretit house; there is a certaia 
Naiairi^^ tetior ringer, who has a good 
•voifce, and a buffoon who actS' wellif 
bsiBg myself iDO^onaoi3S€air, I shall jpaif 
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aothing about Madame PrinasacbL 
They in general give old operas j for ex* 
ample, Gti lArtigiani^ by Anfossi. Dur- 
ing my stay in Paris, rent shares of . the 
house were made out for an advance of 
money. The public, however, took no 
potice of it» In vain the government 
annually pays a support of 60,000 livres j 
in vain 12,000 livres are given for Bo- 
paparte's box. The people will have no 
Vpera Bi^a^ and it cannot without dif- 
ficulty protract its existence much 
longer. 

4. The French comic opera, called 
Theatre Faydeau^ is a very pleasing and 
much frequented place amusement ; 
the hall, with a double row of pilhrs, is 
Yery fine, the orchestra numerous, the 
decorations uncommonly pretty, and 
among the singers many combined a 
pleasing voice with good acting, which 
tf . particularly the case with EUeviou^ 
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who may be called the prince of this 
stages I saw the Queen of Gclcoxda per- 
fontied here^ aud the charming little 
(^ra of Si. Faix or k Coup (fEpee^tiic 
words by Duval, and the music by 
Darchi, and Ma Tante Aurore^ words by 
Loflgchamp, music by Bogddieu. La 
Soiree Orageuse, Trente et Quarante^ and 
316^ Caliph of Bagdad^ where Elleviou, in 
St. Foixy 3cts so well that you could 
leap for joy and embrace him. All 
these new pieces delighted me much, 
and I may safely recommend them to be 
translated into other languages. 

5. The Theatre Louvois^ at the head of 
whicb is placed the popular dramatic 
writer, Picard, is exclusively devoted 
to the sports of Thalia and Melpomene. 

The house is tolerably large and 
handsomely decorated, but I do not like 
the present taste of the Parisians in 
tibieir style of ornamenting, where tiiey 
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every where introduce griffins. They 
are to be found in most of the theatres, 
aiid were' tjiey sparingly distributed, 
they would certsdnly produce the de- 
sired effect, but painted every where 
from the tojpi to the bo»ttom of the 
boxes, they do not. The Theatre Lou- 
t;w boasts of several actors of distin- 
guished talents. Picard himself, and his 
brother, possess considerable comic ta* 
!ents; De Vigny particularly' distin- 
guishes h'mself; I saw him for the first 
time in le Vieillard et les yeunes Gehs^ and 
was enchanted. There arc also fevr 
comedies which have been so seasonably 
written as this. The wietched pup- 
pyism of our young folks, who pretend 
to know ev*y thing belter* than their 
•seniors, is very deservedly lashed in 
this performance. Tri ijiy opinion, the 
piece cannot undergo a version in any 
other language, but an Imitation of % 
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with few alteratipns, would certainly se- 
cure to that tl>eatre in Europe j which 
W0UI4 intrpfiuce it^, a considerable niu^ 
La Suite du 0enteur had been much 
praised to me, but it did not answer 
my, expectation., I was likewise asto- 
nished aJt French delicacy, in making a 
modest ypung lady go into a prison to 
oSei her person to a young man, who 
was confined in it. The acting, was but 
indifierentj yet ^11 the; performers were 
applauded^ even before they opened 
their mouths, < . 

Idediocre et Rampane were very well 
executed, and all Paris neyer gets tired 
of seeing the vicux coniedisn. But I h^d 
promised mysjelf 3omething better. 

A happy idea of his own had b^ 
executed by the same author, Picard, iji 
the comedy of Monsieur Musard. Mu- 
serw2s a French word, until then to me 
^knowuy and means as inuch as to be 
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^ways busy, hot neVer with wlfet bnc 
OHght td do* Monsieur Musd!i*d"is> 
therefore, a busy idler, whoStf chairatitcr 
Lessing amon^ the GerniatiS'feprtsenttd 
nearly forty years ago!. There aire maifify 
©riginals in Paris which (suit ^hii COpfy j 
the first representation y^ii^ f e^iivfed 
with the loiid^ apphitlse;' Whert' th^ 
cuttain dropt, numbers of * the autdt 
ence rushed 4nto the dressirig-irdfeto' W 
the author, knd almo^ stifled him 
with their cnibraces* * €kki knoWs whe- 
ther they really honestly meiSdt it ^ thete 
were many authors aiming thfcitt, but 
authors are not so envious '*t ^ari^ as I 
have found them in Oerihahy; ftVeif 
at the third representation,' th^ orches* 
tra was deai^ed, to make room for the 
congratulating multitudes.* 

6. Ihe Theatre du Vaudeville can inte* 
rest none but Frenchmen ; for in the 
first placc?,4heir hackneyed street baDad 



fROM PAHIS. l2Jt 

taxnes alLrescmble one another to a hair ; 
who hag heard one knows them all: 
secondly^ the epigrammatic points in 
these songs, merely relate to certain 
localities of the town, the fashion , of 
which never outlasts three or four days» 
I saw Feltin, and grew irksome over 
it^^^a&to blind. Cassander, I could not 
laifigh at bim ; yet we find exceptions in 
Eancbpn, the luU^girl, and Berquin, by 
BpiLully. Madame Belmont personated 
Fancbon, in a fascinating manner# It 
was a pity tjut in Berquin a mother ap«- 
pearedy. of whom modesty , and decency 
was to have been expected, but who 
seenaed to have broken loose from under 
entresols of the Palais Royal* The 
hall is neat. A very particular cus- 
tom prevails here among the audience. 
Should only the end of a shawl hang 
down from the front of one of the 
boxesy the whole pit immediately ex- 
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daims : Away with the shawl!" (otet 
It shawl) if the lady does not instantly' 
obey, the noise redoubles, and throw 
over the shawl,*' ( jettez le sbaxvJ J is the 
cry. Ladies have often been obliged to 
ja^ve wzy to these brutal demand. In 
those instances where it was refused, 
the uproar rose to such a formidable* 
pitch that the police 'was obliged to in* 
terfere, and to desire the lady in the boz^ 
to comply with the vociferating rabble* * 
They even sometimes called out : a la 
forte/ (out, out) No one durst turn Jiis 
back on the public, else they immedi* 
ately halloo, ne tournez pas ledos^ c^est viU 
lain I A parody of jdgamemnon had a great 
run on this stage during my stay. Those 
theatres which have hitherto been 
named, are the most resorted to by the 
genteel part of the public. I must men- 
tion it with acknowledgment, that the 
managers vied with each other in 
offering me both m ft^xuiva^ letters 
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and personaUy, tickets ojF free admis^ 
dm' 4x> all theUr performances^ which 
wtf die more flattering to me, not on 
account of the trifle I saved in this man* 
ner during my short stay, but because 
it was a proctf of esteem, so much the 
more striking, as I had been obliged, 
tot a short time before, to pay for ad« 
mission in some parts of my own coun« 
try, even to see my own performances* 

7. The Theatre Montansier in the Pa- 
lais Royal produces only farces j and 
Brunet'isan excellent buffoon, whom 
nobody can see without laughing. His 
prindpal part is that of Jocrisse, a cha« 
ratter much resembling that of the Pi- 
errot of the Italians, an aukward clumsy 
feUow, spoiling every thing in wishing 
to make it good. 

There are many other pieces of the 
satoe kind, fot instance: UnvHeureJe 
Jhtrisse. He is to* make a -prts«iV\s^ 

VOL, III. K. 
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^scsQidbody .oiE.a bird^ but briogs ooly an 
empty ({agf, as, owing to .his aufei^isardr 
xi^s$, the bird csCftped ia tb^ streets.}, he 
expresses his joy on hiring that, the 
bird had jQown into the letter which [he 
is charged to deliver, ^e is going , to 
dean a tea-pot, but not being abk to 
get his hand in, he rinces and hnocSps 
it in pieces against the table, n^ani^esit*; 
ing his joy at its not being himself^ bpt 
a table that broke the utensil. JBru^hifig 
a coat, ftklls with it on the floQ?,, aU 
li^etted with the water used to deas j(he 
tea-pot i finding one of the sleeves 
daubed, he quickly cuts it off to jcarry 
it to a scowerer, whom he begs to lend 
him a sleeve, which however does ^not 
belong to the same coat. Of the same 
stamp are Cricre dans son Menage^ and 
Vade dans son Grenierjiic. w^iich. are 
nothing but a coUectiion of the^ ^Qwes^ 
Yulgarisfps. . Tli^ a .qipital 
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buffoon fe very Wiie, but his j&ts rdatc 
too'tbuch to lotal matters of 'the liio- 
meiitr, and are s^ interlarded with Ca- 
lembdurgs^ as tp become for th€ most 
part tittihteffig^ble to a stranger. Of 
forei^erfi, only a small number fre- 
quetit this place, most of theiii young 
men, owing to the frail sisterhood that 
fift tip every corner of the house.. On 
this sort of atiges, every thing is al* 
bwed, and the most licentious and 
smutty ribaldries meet with applause. 
I heard for instance the following^ in 
the Huissier de^mrdi^ zmidst great plan- 
dts: Unefemme he redoute jamais une prist' 
de atrps ; and dyy and modest femdc 
lover declatres, ' /^'z// exiger d^un 
epouXy qti'il Ui re^tc tiu*mcins une jambe. ' 

8. Theatre det jeunes Artihes: Here 
I saw harieqdin slipping out of an egg, ' 
a magical pant6n!ntoe^with many changes - 
of decorations^ ' }ukt6inrtoe, 'il^ 
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dancmg, &c. A fl^ht v between ^ twd 
pdfsonii^fccJipiilg tihie 4irith die nnteifc, I 
ftevef Sa# iiore strlkltt^y t^ftmenked; 
A corflbit^bn hOrtdbaek tetwe«a>«bc 
troopers, in the horses kidk vio- 

lently with their hind tegs, and Harle^ 
quin and Pierrot fight with eadidther 
ymtti thdf leg^; dragons^ spitting ^fir^ 
other such like tricks;' - tizTleapijstt 
ttimbleness in the art Of ineCaitforpbi»- 
ing hiftisdf was reaBy adtriirablcw - - Hfe 
twice assumed the form of hisv.iiifal, 
ind el^n changed th^ btadc mjiak with 
the latt:er*S ' fecei^itichiding hii^ whdk 
dress, all which, particuiarly wfeien it 
, hatppened the- second t&ne, seemedlr^y 
to border oil sorcery. ' 

9. Thektre de ia Gaihe is a *vcry iieat 
Hbtise, *dth tasteful decbrations* j In- 
stead the griflinfe ? that %!irc ^n the 
box^sbf theotiie* the^rtrea^ pretty ^enii, 
with garlands of ftbw^rs, are to be seen 
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here, in every possible attitude, bearing 
«p the xirttpet y of tlie curtaios. 

I do; nob tccoUeot ever having seen 
siiohrtfmUng ornaments* , iieceryou see 
Mttdane Angot, (who rqpresisi^s the 
Freneh' natkm just a$ John BuU does 
the English) appearing under a variety 
oft shades and adventwes ; the part is 
acted? by a man> which alone often 
makes it: bidicrotts; for instance: Ma- 
daHw Angot in the seraglio of the grand 
iidignor^ The language of the Parisian 
fish^women, or Poissdrdes^ can be heard 
here ia its fullest perfection. Among 
die performers ace some excellent ones 
in the comic way. 

^ X also saw the Maid of Orleans acted at n 
&is theatre; the piece begins with a har- . 
vest feast, where Jacques d'Arc, Joan's 
father, is making merry with his family 
after his labour. The dances begin, gar* 
lands are handed to the maid, with this 

.^3 
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inscription, i Jeanne (P Areola plus beJle^ 
tt la plus sage. All of a sudden the 
shouts huntsmen are heard; a Avild 
boar rushes in, every onfe flies; a young 
hu^nt9^nan encounters the wild beast, arid 
£dls : Joan hastens to the spot, kills the 
boat-, arid saves the youth. It is Dtmcns, 
and the joy becomes general. Thegtlcst 
is led into the house, and desired to test 
himself, bm perceiving Joan's portrait 
hanging oit the wall, he cannot close^an 
eye, btit falls down on his kneesi^-and 
tells tbe image thousand finer thin^; 
in which he is, however, interrupted By 
a sudden dap of thunder, and a' vioice 
exclaims : " Chevalier Dunoi^, tfc»halIow 
not by thy profane wirfies' the deliverer 
of fVancet Return to thy King, ^tft 
but to him the will of God, and tsifry 
him this holy isword, which is to arm 
Joah*^ victorious arm.'* Thb sptectator. 
fiowsces Joatfs bed-room;/where ibe is 
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asleep, and sw<et dr^n^ playing in the 
ic^t^x^ qi her countenance. The l?ack 
gi:Q)indqp?)c^j ^n angel, 5iUpR0?'t^$l 
on a,flaniijDg,baUj| (lep9§ita a.fip^y s\yprd 
at Pwqis' feetj Punoi^take? it;,^ip^an^ 
SiWp^^ to fvlfilthfi cpipmand Heayea> 
tl^ aflgcl risesagain into the sl^y, whiif 
t^p p^her angels. sur;round the i^leeping 
Jq^, and cpver her with standards. 
T^s i^nds the ,fir3t act, Tfie second 
b|gfft$i -in . the , king's palace, where 
p^arles, i^nes, and the covert, ^re mak; 
ing,^^rry,.|UX)inindtful of the n^^ ap* 
PRp^of ,4?»gei:* . . .1 

, ,4* ^g^t^ ^in^ to announce that 
t^ l^jgUsh.a^f besieging Orlea,ns, and 
th^j. if this pla?€; is (jpnqufpred, France 
will be iostf Much confusion ensiles ; 
Dubois, axrif es,, and proclaims the m^r 
d^9(i of dejfveiTi^iqSsi but the courtiers 
laugji at; hini. He orders Joan's portrait; 
tp be jpi;esjJite4 to the by two. 
x 4 



kneding {lages ; the Idng continues to 
heshate, but raddenly a ^txxj of fixe en- 
drdes the portrait^ and under it^am to 
be rcadthe words, ^ elie ^aincra^^ vA&n 
aU dov%t9 vanish* Joan now ajq[ieits m 
armour, and the si^t of iier aninu^ 
the kiAi^ts, who fly to tliedOHibit. 
i, The sdene n now changed into the 
French camp, where the king's amtii 
with the maid infiasiies anew the cou- 
rage of his dispirited soldiers. He diibs 
her 41 kaaight, and delivers the^miracu^ 
Ions sword ; but having no bdt, a Tain- 
%ow appears with an aogel riding on^it, 
who brings her the scarf, proclaims that 
At win be v^ctCHious, but bids her 
beware of low. He f heu strikes a; blew 
against a tree, and a Genius comes oC(t, 
who presents to her the oriflanle. >Bodi 
return on the rainbow to Heaven, and 
the warriors hasten to the fiddi of 
attiolU' liow the spectator descries the 
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dty of Orleans besieged by the Eo^h. 
Talbot oTiiers his troops to the 
assault^ and the French ore preparod^r 
fwstanoe Ob the radnparts ; the jscalkig 
hddeiB *aic dirown up^- thcy.tlKtttn, a 
bnach is made, the ramparts are wded^ 
the standard is iKioed, and the city on 
the point of xatpitnhAing. The virgin 
dien zppeam^ the combat is reneived, 
the Ei^lish are >defeated» their palisades 
throiMn down, the inhabitants of Oricuiii 
rash out of the gates^ M at the feet 6f 
their ddtvener, and oflfer her the J^W^^ 
o£ the dty. fhinois is ^diarmed, MdmT 
bve ; nor is Joan mdiffisrent, Iriit the 
aogd^s warning deters her. A canojpf 
of state Is raised, she mona^ at with 
IlunoB^ festive dasuces begin, night 
oomes, Joan is conveyed to the txiwn in 
a triumphal car, anddBowers are strewed 
before her» 
The diird act ezhSats a garden^ i)a* 



138 RE€OL£EC*ndNS 

nois is at Joan's feet; the lattter^uiiat>ined4 

laorelNtr^} * (^be* canmot* resist-^ hifi^ien^' 
tre^^ j4le writes with hh dagger these 
wordftii^on ^/t" robk t -Aimet ne^peut-i^tr^ 
uncrime^ ($0 love ntf crime) ; and she 
putSrUnderfity^^V vHw ai vu^ije/ecr^is^ (I 
have «cen you, > and believe it)v Cupids 
are immediately fluttering arousd* 
them^ an altar appears fwdth this in0cri|v 
^OBiTii6^^i:k0at3icttm: ^ i- Amur ei^ 
FMynun^ MTjk^vCliipids liettd the yomn^ 
co»^ (a 'if , ^ tmtv in that vtty instanv 
41b 'thunder roaft, iChe gjenii ^ fly,* 4ihe» 
akar dis^pjifltQa^ ^aad a ^voic^ eacolaiins : 

Joan^is peitfidiow^ tet j^er tremble at*. 
Heaven'ftiV^ngeaneei?' u 

A i flouiilih with tbe^tnumpet am 
nounciss ^ hj^vaklof the Bnglishi;: Talboti 
and GhandOsychoUei^e DuiKns and Joan: 
tq ^Qinb^. ^ The hMter accept jdie c&ak; 
kage, and send their gauntlets. 



> 
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virglffis goiiig td arm hersdf; when 
iboat to s«hse the mimttlouW swwd^ the 
laurd«'trefe B changed mt($ a stattM df Rt^ 
vetige 'holding die sword liler hStiid. 
Joan, though terrified, gOdS ^Sthtir' to 
con^tier or dfe with her lo^h ^ 
• The field of battle appears lietween 
the lists, surrounded by the tents of 
the English. The trmpireB,'fa^ra1ds, and 
scidiers, take their seats ; Ghandos an^" 
Talbot appear, and Dunois^^ latid Jom' 
soon arriine. They all sitrear to combit 
j&irly. The heroine and hfcr lover prove 
victoriotisij^^hut the French could noi 
avoid interweaving the perfidy of the 
English with this piece V^ clhot stretch'es 
Dunois t;o the ground^' "and Joan Is sur- 
rounded^ made |)risotf)>er, a^d dhig^d 
away. She how languishes in a prison. 
Chandos promises to tttlease her at the"- 
price of her love j «he rejects him "With 
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He orders a black standard to be 
brought, on \rhich he reads^ hear sen* 
tence, which is, that she is to suffer 
death for witchcraft. She renmns firm, 
^d is led to the pile of faiggots^ This 
last scene represents the market place of 
Rouen ; the stake is prepared, and the 
people collected; Joan courageously 
mounts the pile, which is set on fire, 
kut the flames have scarcely appeared, 
when a dove ascends from it. The fire 
dies away, the stake disappears, and 
all that remains is a glory representing 
loan crowned by immortality* Thus 
she mounts into the clouds. On the 
spot where the pile was placed appears 
an altar, in the baK:k ground a transpa- 
rent triumphal arch, with the statue of 
the virgin underneath, after the model 
of tliat on which her image is ititended 
to be raised at Orleans. The curtain 
falls amidst the blasts of trumpets^ and 
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the beatbg of kettle drums* THe author 
1^ this piece is Cuvelier, 

lo. Theatre de la Porte St. Martipt, 
This house is neatly decorated, and 
formerly the great opera used to be 
here. Instead of making the homt 
smaller, it has since been enlarged^ 
heaven knows why, for it will not b^ 
often filled. Theatrical pieces are like- 
wise represented here, and 1 saw, among 
Others, Les Charbonniers de laForSt Noire; 
the decorations are good, the company 
far from irtdtfferent, and some of them 
vwy pretty singers* 

- II. Theatre des petitfs FurUteSy in the 
Palais RoyaJi is a narrow small house^ 
ibadly ornamented. Children, simong 
*whom n!iany shew a great deal of genius, 
liere act little pieces. The spectator 
«e then entertained with pwppet-shows, 
h\xt in these, Heaveoks! M^hat indecen- 
cies are permitted ! I saw^ fot esam^le^ 
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a puppet puU ofF it^ smali clothes^ and 
that in sneh a manner^ that' the whole 
£uthfid imitatioii of what the smaH 
dothea lihotild reaHy conceal, appeared; 

1 2. VAmbigu Ccmque ; a theatre with- 
out taste, having Gothic pillats, Gredt 
has-reliefs^ 'kiid modern French draperies; 
three tiers of boxes j and before each of 
them a gallery. This style of building 
prevails in many Parisian theatres, ahd 
seems to mevery well calculated togiitt 

A much frequented pi^e at^ this 
theatre, which cginndt be denied great 
richness of fancy, is : Les Mines de F(h 
hgne (or the Mines of Poland). The iscc- 
nery was lexcellent ; and, among other 
things, it once snowed with such com* 
{dete iUusicm in the last act, that the 
snow soon covered the whole stage^ and 
even the re^tnentals of the centinels^ 
The actors umnot be called bad^ but the 
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i^aU^ts-af^ good for nothing. Here they 
jar.ciMripufs Qort of pieces, called Mel<h 
dr^f^y l^hefv^, in r many 8€cne$» the 
sp^a)s;ers; s^re iinterrupted by .iniisic. . 

j](3. Tk^aire, Olympique '^ one of the 
largest an4 neatest theatres^ almost as 
spa9ioi;MS^ ^ that of Berlisk A circle off 
Gst^atides^: which support ,the second 
tier of boxes, and over them a circle of 
columns, bearing the gallery, give the 
whole a yery elegant appearance*' Th« 
Grand Foyer ^ where balls are often given^ x 
i& built mu(;h in the same styk ; but the 
company in the latter plays badly^^ and 
had but very thin houses. ; 

14, Theatre 4m Marais very prptty^ 
in the Greek style, painted in gray ; the 
hall is not small, and has three: tiers of 
bftxes and galleries. The performance 
cp^isists pnly pf puppet-shows* 

Theatre de UEcole Dramatique re* 
sepabka : nipye prMte. theatre^ hut \sk 
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neatly decorated,. The performers were 
worthy of the pieces performed, and the 
spectators of both ; the whole is beneath 
all criticism. Some ladies and gentle- 
men, in the box where I was, regaled 
themselves with beer, which, to my ims- 
fertnne, was very good indeed, for it 
made the corks fly from the bottles, and 
threw the froth upon my coat. 

1 6. Theatre de la Cite is a fine and* 
pretty large house: here, too, I was 
forced to hear one act of my play ot 
Misanthropy and Repentance. The cos* 
tume was the same as at the Theatri 
Frangais. Cest le costume d^Allemagne^ 
which is enough for me. 

17. Theatre de Moliere. The hall de- 
serves to have Moliere's name. The 
walls are covered all over with pier- 
glasses in the boxes : all the other orna- 
ments bespeak much taste. The scenery 
is fine, the costume splendid, and suit* 
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able : in short, nothing is bad but the 
performers, and the pieces which they 
act. 

Besides these seventeen stages, there 
are, if I am not mistaken, two more 
ivhich I did not see ; for instance^ the 
Theatre Mareux. I conclude with a 
striking observation, that several times 
:he Paris papers announced for perfornj- 
mce, in what theatre I have forgotten, 
I new piece, intituled: The jfusiice of 
Alexander the First : it was, however, 
never permitted to be performed. And 
why not ? 
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. "■:.";£:> "^.^ /^f-*;-.- ; jiV/-* ' ^-.i/v/ 

LATE ^^er hours sq-e ,mt.^cf(Sitf 
where customary in jPajris^ {a the jui^ 
and remote districts. o£ this the 
usages^ sa^terbt to the, r^vohitioo,. s^jH 
prevaiL ^sat^rical wfghasr^;^e 
culation^ thit a^eat . patcm may^e^it 
Paris all day longp ^^^Q^^this jji^^^ 
may xidp^ at luu^ p'cloci; in the\9fic^fv- 
ing, to th^ su,hurt) of Su Germain j -iwherp 
the officq?s and clerks of the d^c^ri^ 
public o^ces reside. He may here $hai^ 
vrith t^icm a dejeuner la /(narijetfey 
which they take before they go to.thdr 
'biirtaus^ At eleven ^ he wiU find various 
breakfasts vx tlie i»iburbs &• £lomfy^: 



from thence he goes to the Cbdussee 
d*Antin to some young men of fashion , 
who take thejy aWng pn horseback at 
one o'clock, haying previously taken 
oy^Xtr^i Md^ciruttK n&Hifter 6f 
bottled bf (Aktnpagne. He tlWtt leti'the 
beau monde^ in the Chaussee d^Antin^ take 
thfeir repose, ind'prbceeds^tfrthe ^nrais. 
ri^iii^Iie-iamniies olf xh&^mikhrii^robe 
ife alirfeidyat (Khnei",^andTic?j<iifes\^ 
ttft tRetithb d^)prb^chcs whetf *he jtidgb 
attd'xBtinsfellbfs cofc 

• Thitlieiflit* and stays 

tire' M//>^J/i art'^ar s^ ' He quickly 
m'i)^tch»^^ fcSrfe fifrdfiig the 

tSiHc'ttib^^i^^ atti beifl^tiRgiki to'te- 

tibst fahiilles Sre'ificHr^orb^^HWMinn^, 
>W ttay thdii^*a\^ • a tete ^ -sd fa 
gp4re,' to iefffeK-^ himself ^^ith -5cc^ at 
s6\iie-theatr<-i'1jtft; as-soitt St^f^iitetit^'- 
L 2 
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tain is dropped, he is invited to a tea- 
party, where,' as I have dready mentJon- 
ed,iiice and substantial fishes are served. 
Thus tWo o'clock in th^J morning im- 
perceptibly arrives, and he goes to a siip^ 
per in the ancient style. If the here* 
finds his stomach able to take in any- 
thing more, he needs but to go to the 
next gaming-hons(e, v^herk ^ certain 
veillon i% served ; and he then itiay 
go to bed xjuickly and iw^ll satisfied' iiSt 
five o'dodk, td repose himself for four 
hours, and then, if he pkiisesi* begin the 
wxit czTQ'st 'da <aptu 

FormeHy, when a ^niah went into 
cdmpahy:, it appeared uhfashidiiable* if 
she shewed an appetite .tcJeJit. She ^as 
alwaj'* to feign as if she 'rieedfed-nb moi^ 
than a Chinese gddrfish, aiid sbnr^e frcsk 
v/atef eVety'two br three ^ays toKvc 
lipba. If liatiire^ in jdefiaince of ^ays^ 
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had ciifJaw^d her with a .gnimbling 
stQXQach^ ^h^ WRS obliged, preyiQusly,, to 
cat her fiU ja^ibli.me. . Siich, pK^ian^nlal 
stomachs, hpwcvqr.» have outlived the 
pf^sent ;f;^hipft«i : Ihe delicate fiac la- 
4^€^. swallow bcpf, miittpw, pdthf and 
^;',uffles, sp, as to do one's heart good to 
Stfta t,heu>-, H^ey formerly touched, at 
jnpst^^ a^rwine ^la^s.with their lips, but 
now they tipplC; Jiqiicurs^ diink punch, 
an4;^W^fl[ ch^jcppargnc-: - . .T|>ey formerly 
¥pu}d, . sc^rgejy; wadd^ , in tttj?juc n^irrpw 
shpes, l^t^ iw^^y. theys rid^e in j^hem. In 
short, rude men havjq brqv-g^it.thQ deli-^ 
cate sex down to their own IcvcL But, 
l^^ij^erhei.weUfUfidcrstQqd,; itl^nk that 
cpir, fair.^.RiOther^ . ^d , gn^ndTOOjher« 
W€;re. not wyprig. ia maiataioing a sto- 
^^diic-fifcpfum j fo? (Hvi^^^ and^la? 
jii^^ in ojdef; 4;p cpminan^ x^^cfA^ 9ugU^ 
i?qt ^o .bef:f ay^ the . le^t app^^ajr^nce, :o| 
sensual w^njt|^^ p. IThe. beloved 4| al\y;ajffli 
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pictured to- the fancy like some: airf 
spiMt^. amdV¥t reidtyr grievdsi^one to::sce 
her ^"^hh a:^i^/:&^^ : . nr; 

of the Fr€inch pain tei$ litems to iDe:tinted 
with a M^^e ^f»tbiH^.^ TfaxBcis 

provfed- by Oucfin'iJ Marcus -Sextus^ 
David*sBrtttusfCefard(%Belisariu9v and 
dthets^; •- «. 

I once saw; at Amauit^syj .the poct^it 
superb large drawing, which likewise 
testifies the truth of thisassertion*:; *\ 

Shoals of rocks rear their hekds amidst 
the stormy main, -and 410 land is ta%tf 
ddK:ried^ all around; ©ri one^of tj^ese 
rocks a man has made bf 9 escape iironi 
t&e wreck, 3iid his "wife aiid child are 
biotb lying dead before him. Forbim 
no glim^s^ of the mo3t distant hopcioi 
escape presents itself. Though nakcfd 
iMd foflbirnv does not fed azr)FthiD|| 
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Kke- the^xtcat of Jus iirrettliG>4* sftuatioa 
m tins tsmUe iihQinaiit^ ; Witii;a fixed 
stare, he is k^ieeUqg 'before His wH&aiMl 
o£&pring, and one <^ hb hands is placed 
fm xhcifomiGii^ fed, 9$ it \i*5r^, whe- 
ther animation vhad not rqttite 4e£t < hct 
framei Ifis dbsponding l^^;«ay^o/ 
I should not Uke to hsbv^ 'sudb a^ di^aw* 
ing in.riiy jt^tincnt, for it e2P^tc& hQ(> 
ror and woe. Another pfoof that the 
FreiKiL pai^iters are good pods* . 

Among the j(|S2Llifioations kit good 
htf^ in Paris, jseeois to be that, of: her 
being a brunette ^ at least one of them 
expressly boasts, in. one of , the paper^^ 
of this quality as a recooimendation. 

' A dancing-master, who li^ishes to 
make his fortune, must, .at the same 
thne, announce lessons on. the fmb^Hr 
4h hasque» >.-.;v . , ■ 

■y A certain doctof Btowji^, chos?, s^t my 
^-4 ^ 
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time, % still uskoewn metltgd <>f . tsctt* 
ing public tttexitioD, by gett^g.priM^^ 
on a large sheet of papery tfae wMe 
history of his life, where , he studied) 
whither he travelled, vohckhzd been, iis 
masters, ka and having the same post* 
cd up at every corner of the stric^ts. 
But, notwithstanding all thesi; tricks of 
quackery, people seem, upon the whole, 
to get pretty old in Paris ; ^for, . in a 
single de\ily print, announcing 2& deaths, 
I found one person of 95, two of 8j, 
and five-more of 79, 76, 70^ 65, and.63, 
of course eight tolerably old persons* ^ 

Most of the li'devants are noC onJy 
poor, but really suffer the most distress^ 
ing want, which even « obliges them to 
solicit charity. But tliey, ^in genieral, 
have such a way of begging, as prepo&* 
sesses bnein their favour t^- they send up 
their name, generally a wxlL known and 
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cekbrated- oncj at whkh the doors fly 
open immediatdy to receive them. In 
they step, full of the assurance of their 
piistine chacaoter, sit down by the .fire- 
side, lavishing the most impudent flat- 
teries on the strangers present, and. are 
apt to talk of a thousand things for an 
hour together, without touching, with 
a single syllal^le, on their dis tressed . Gon*- 
dition. They will, for instance, say, 
they only wish to nialce the strangers 
acquaintanqe, &c. At last they open 
their budget, at first in metapliQi^s, then 
somewh2|t plainer, genteelly hinting that 
they had written a book, for which they 
^took in'subscriptions ; and immediately, 
with a negligent air, fling down the pro* 
posals on the next table, al} the while 
talking of other things. Often h^is it 
b^en my fate to fall in with such nobi- 
i Mfiy and gtn^y, and I CQuld quote names 
that would^tonish th^ rea4er« Many 
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Many of thiem, to bemvc^ do Mt xeti* 
ture to ja^ich^ part )in> JM^^ 
buttheyiwi^e ^tti^ e«»rf^ii}g -ftt te^iC 
the a]ppeirkn?5t?^f mQ^Pj^r^ ->'^ • • 
It is, • howtti^^r, easy %r r me to <:o»i 
ceiw, tbar people, ihiw icdttcated; attd 
accustotti^d^to feiiGh a >ll£feUs ledy 
beiiig oace reduced to mc!idifeity^ 4^0«14 
not begjm>anyMher «^neri i:j>u 

If you are a|: u gr^K^/kJinii^ ^mt>tig 
men only^youSmity rdyiupoiitlife/thiaf 
there is no£ two akxiong tu^Ay Wh€l» 
have not madb campaigns^ tthobgh youp 
company should wholly <toni^iit ofpdet8i 
artists, and actors. He ^>^s fortuna^ 
luider Jthe rdgn of tertori^ who '"wi^ 
permitted to quit PaHs and re^ir to the 
army, where the only place of ^ity^ 
wtts then to be found; ; It likeWist hsuj^ 
pctis, thiat you meet unexpcictedly witli 
srifl^ who have teted^^great parts durin|; 



tii(l .reyoIutk>%'wdth nmt carrying 
the l^^^ance of it^ idxough xbey 
«^t«d as jnw >©f isjding swtd/ Honour : 
for instance, the ctoycr ^cXmiodtht^^^jeaF- 
tj[ft-j:Fr!(mfah9 iMi^hot^ the. /Only one 
Wib^ip iniw way of acting I might com*- 
?fi}th ,:WMi(h haa made two cam* 
ptJligns^ V waa .^iwnded, made comausr 
sioner of tb<s^; /government tO:> General 
Moncesquieu, with orders to reside in 
S^pye: vHerehestaidjin^atiatittghim^ 
9^ ^^ilhjth^ inh^tanta^ because he was 
btfniaiic^^'aad would not su&r the cere« 
mfmie$^x?eHgion to be e&har laughed 
9t)Qrw^bstr](i€ted» . On his^ return he was 
ch^acn . to be a deputy, and. to many 
Qt^r - public^ functions^ but; bis pnv* 
denccr made him dedinie. eveity. ."tender 
of}thii$ kindi Ifpr Jiad he accqited even, 
one of tbescpcharges^^ he would s^urely^ 
have been guiUotiaedjas a friend to the 
^iroii<Utfau :t Ms: thsttSon oiAj^ kept 
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his post among the national guards^ and 
was oft^.plai^/ongu^d «)^er Lotius 
XVI. He mitigated - as much as lay in 
his power -the acvcritics^t)£ that amiable 
monarch- scs^tivity. Wlwnever befoUnfd 
himsdf unobserved and alone^ he pulled 
off bia hat, ca&d the king Sire^ and V<h. 
ire Maje^te^ At his dosife he- Hkeytdfic 
delivered to him Tacitus and Gii Blast 
The king's co«fideHLce in him was:great, 
and he asked him several times, wkifi 
he thought they were going to. do with 
him. Michot constantly • hdd . t)u;t to 
hini the cosisoling prospect of his being 
sent to Ju3 arelatipns in JSpaan for l^v* 
chot himself harboured a convicdooy 
that extremes would not be resorted tov 
Even now,iV^i|h the same feeling ccok 
victton, an4 WHh a tear£ul dye^ he says^ 
I am certain, that in the passage q£. 
IX)ubV ^t . vfUJ* he speaks of 



membered Bie dso." I^nvytlrid bene- 
Yokat mm for such sweet ^recollections. 

One o£ die most< striidn^ ej^lkhcies 
inithd ciharacter of ^he Fiieiicbi which 
tvtioL ; their enemies <:antiat -deaay themi 
is ths eathusiasticjiiberaiity wilji which 
they encourage and fTemuner ate genius 
anditbeartsi ' 
. . Mnsic,vpainti«g^ afid the drama are 
honoured^IoVed and rtspcjcted here ; and 
the 'government has found it worth 
whrk'to make lawfi' in their favour 5 
nor durst any ;piratkal printer, «or lite^ 
rary harpy, make, an unhallowed attempt 
on the fair fruits of genius. 

S/Khere my one has sown^ Ae is there 
sure to reap ; and if the seeds he sowed 
were good, he way .depend on a rich rei* 
4urn from the soil. 

The.author of a theatrical piece, or of 
ihc .music belonging to ir^ is'^eaited ift 
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Franteift^tlie lWl6*«nbg xisinfier : Ereff 
night's huMpt^ ii dividted ftita tliiti 
palHs, of which the author receives l se- 
venth «it of » one third, Tliis, hbwevtf, 
would belSttt doii^ Ktde for theW,'bil^ 
they rcodve this seventh part not cfidri 
but as king as- they live, and their hdrS 
ten years after their death; they recfetvd 
it not only in Paris butalf -dVbf Fi^Aife^ 
and fironi every theatre j^arid this- liot 
merely wh3e the piece remiefiiis' in Writtd^ 
script^ but Jong after it Ws*4iee4pnirti 
ed, for no managet of a ' theatre cBiMrtt 
have it acted withWit^the express^ j^r- 
mission . of the authl>r. The jfettiHt 
printing of a;^ piece id HkeWise subject eel 
to. heavy 'p^eftahies?. Mai^y; 
to tbe p(^s«ibilityiof the i author's bdii^ 
<rft« 4ecdvedias he rieither caii khbitr; 
or be^infortned of the pieces phjred 
cvec Frantie,'>aiid of thd' fi-cqtiency and 
amount of the receipts of the different 
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houses, It bjeii^g^ extremely expensive ttl 
cpllef:t inf^rmatipn of this :kind. 

ip^ 4 tJbu^re .exists an offijce in ^Bms^ estz^ 
U^shc^^^fqrrt^e.purpos He;re :the aib- 
thoi: of any 4r^matk production need 
bm mentip^^ fhis name,^ 
tzk^ ^are, 5?f all j^he; resSi The office ha$ 
its. correspondk^nts and casiHerBialL ovef 
the; countiry, and with a clear conscience, 
ac^jowt^ tO: the author fpr all the shares 
cf.his profits^.ifor the n^oderate aUQw«» 
ancepft^^iper cei^v r ; 

v.As the number of th^trca; in Frances 
far exx:eedone hundred, (though many" 
cf them . may heismall and insignificant^ 
it iifiay ^fa^ly be; conceived, that the ai>- 
thpr of any popular piece, at-the expi. 
ration of the tyro first year&ofitsappcaD- 
oijtce, may rely upona receipt ofr4Q,;oc» 
Ji^s* Thejpecdpt^ decreaKaltartvsirdsf 
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for if the piece had only momentary 
dazzling excellcndes, it is seldom per- 
formed, but if its intrinsic value be reaUy 
great, it is frequently brought before 
the public. An author that has once had 
the good fortune lo bring two or three 
pieces upon what is called the repertory 
of the Theatre Frangais^ is not only de- 
cently provided for himself all his life- 
time, but he even leaves to his children 
ten years' certain subsistence after his 
tlemise. What an honourable pension i 
but France alone affords <]ip|x»:tunities 
to merit a title to them. 

Madan^ie Mole, who traxniated Misan- 
thropy and Repentance rather in an 
aukward way, is already in possession 
of aprc^erty.of 4So,ooo livres, and even 
now this cemedy is frequently per- 
formed three times on the same day, 
in the -difierent theatres in Paris. Xo 
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«iE, its AUTHOR, the sum total trought 
-by this piece never exceeded 200 German 
Mars ! Jr 

Dakyrac, tlie celebrated popular com- 
poser, receives, without including the 
metropolis, 100 louis-d'ors per month, 
and consequently upwards of 6000 dol- 
lars per annum, without having occa- 
sion to make a stroke with his pen. 

Not only authors are thus respect- 
fplly treated in France, but even the 
first-rate actors may hope to be well 
provided for in old age. For thiis pur- 
pose, the Theatre Fran^ais-^ under the 
direction Jof its-own members, after cie- 
docting-all experices, divides the pro- 
fits into twenty-fi^e parts. ^ The first 
and oldest of their colleagues have a 
whole share, others ji h^lf,- and so on in 
prnportibn. ' M^ny too bnly^^ receive 
their pay by slTares-/ He- irfist has % 
whole one receives from twenty-five to 

VOL. III. M 
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thirty thousand livres per annum j btt' 
he must allow a small monthly deduc 
tion, amounting, among all the sharer 
together, to no more than seventy-twc 
thousand livres, which sum is place< 
out upon sure interest. Thus, if one o 
tliem has followed this line for twenty 
years, supposing he has not even at 
tained the age of forty, he is allowed tc 
retire. Thfn only he receives, i, the 
ready money he saved during his pub 
lie services, which will then amount tc 
thirty thousand livres. 2. A benefit a] 
the Grand Opera, which, if he has been 
in the least a popular actor, will fetch hira 
eighty thousand more. 3. An annual 
pension of two thousand livres from the 
sharers. 4. ^d lastly, a pension from 
the government to the same amount. 
Besides this, he has a right, if young 
and healthy enough, to keep his place 
affikong the sharers^ which, however, scl- 
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dom happens. Thus, for instance/ I 
always thought that the actor La Rive 
was an old man, having retired so early; 
this is, however, far from being the 
case; he is a little turned of forty, and 
to enjoy life, comme il faut^ purchased the 
small estate of Montlignon, near the val- 
ley of Montmorency, where he discos 
vered a mineral spring, which is recom- 
mended* to all epicures as a powerful 
stomachic. He is going to build a vil- 
lage near this spring; and^ while I was in 
Paris, offered to every person who chose 
to settle there, to build a charming 
house and garden for fifteen thousand 
livres once paid down. Whether he sue- 
ceeded in his project, I have not since 
3een informed. 

French players are not often put in 
requisition to act new pieces; but it 
must be allowed that they take great 
pains; each piece undergoes thirty re^^ 

. M 2 
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hcarsals with the utmost regularity, at 
which the author, if he pleases, may be 
present to give his directions. Even at 
the last of these rehearsals, when the no- 
tice of its representation figures already 
in the newspapers, he has a right to give 
his vefo^ and say that it requires further 
trials of private skill. A manager dare 
not altera single syllable of an author^s 
work without his consent ; a farther 
proof ofthe respect and delicate atten* 
tion withwhich the latter is here treated 



The minister of the interior, Chpptal, 
was known before the revolution iks a 
chemist and apothecary of considerabfe 
reputation at .Mompellicr. It always 
was his laudable aim to apply his science 
to the benefit of artists and mechanics, 
which had gained him a pretty large 
fortune. Once, under the tyranny of 
Robespierre, gunpowder swas wanting. 
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Chaptal was sent for, and informed 
that he was to furnish a certain quan- 
tity of this article, for which purpose 
he should be furnished with every in- 
gredient;, but it could not be concealed 
from him that this was the sole mean to 
saye him, as he had been denounced to 
be a rich aristocrat. Twenty-four hours 
were allowed him to consider of the 
matter. Chaptal promised, kept his 
promise, and offered to furnish a much 
larger quantity, if they would allow him 
a share in the profits. This was com- 
plied with; he manufactured twice the 
quantity of gunpowder required, and 
got immensely rich by this process. 

In like manner Seguin acquired, 
though only to appearance, much merit, 
by inventing a method of dressing lea- 
ther in the English way, with infinitely 
more saving of time than that now 
known. This was a great help for the 



its HMOLLECTlONS 

mom^t, as the armies had scarce 
shoe to their feet— but then the leal 
did not last. 



The origin of the word fiacre^ 
hackney-coach, is known but to a 1 
The inventor of this convenience li 
in 16805 in rue St. Martin, Hotel de 
Fiacres, and his name was Nicholas i 
vage. 

Of a girl romantically in love, I I 
noted an anecdote, which is said to I 
happened very recently, and which 
touch the feelings of most of my read 
as it did mine. 

She was playing on the harpsichi 
and her lover used, often to accomp 
•her on the harp. He died, and hisl 
had remained in her room. After 
first access of despair, she sunk into 
deepest melancholy^ and much t 
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elapsed ere she could sit down to her 
instrument. At last she did so, gave 
some touches, and, hark! the harp tuned 
alike, resounded in echo! The good 
girl was at first seized with a secret 
shuddering, but soon felt a kind of soft 
melancholy. She thought herself firmly 
persuaded that the spirit of her lover 
was softly sweeping the strings of the 
instrument. The harpsichord from this 
moment constituted her only pleasure, 
as it alone afforded her the joyful cer- 
tainty that her lover was still hovering 
about her. One of those unfeeling men, 
who want to know and clear up every 
thing, once entered her apartment ; 
the girl instantly begged him to be quiet, 
for that very moment the dear harp 
spoke most distinctly* Being informed 
of the amiable illusion which overcame 
her reason, he laughed, and with a great 
display of learning, proved to her, by 
M 4 



l68 K^COLX^ECTIONS 

experimental phy^Cs, that all ttiis wa» 
very nattfral. From that instant the 
maiden grew melancholy, drooped, and 
soon after died^ 

O you widest of men! you that rob 
us of so many sweet and delightful illu- 
sions, without being able to administer 
aught of consolation in stead, why is it 
impossible to keep your wisdom to your- 
selves ? Must you absolutely, in order to 
display your presumed superiority, sa- 
crifice the tranquillity of those who are 
content? 



Mercier, the author of the Tabhau de 
Parts^ he. is, by his good-nature and 
paradoxes, an entertaining companiott; 
he sincerely believes that Sir Isaac New*^ 
ton was ^ mere quack. He totally de- 
nies the law of attraction i the force <rf 
gravity is to hira a mere pressure of the 
air. He is^ k very lively old man^ and 
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never goes to bed before two o'clock in* 
the morning. 1 have seen eight finished 
plays of his at his house, in manuscript, 
some of which have been received bv the 
7 beat re Francois ^ though not yet per- 
formed. 



Le.Texier advertised, during my resi^ 
dence, lectures of pieces translated from 
English and French works ; . he made 
his debut with Sheridan's School for 
Scandal, at which I was present. He 
had chosen a very neat place in the Sallon 
des Etrangers* This assembly was splen- 
did, though not numerous. He reads 
very well, but will hardly make his for- 
tune in this Diianner, partly because 
Frenchmen have no taste for these pro* 
ductions so faithfully translated from 
the English ; partly because few persons 
are to be found that, have patience 
enough to remain four hours, from 
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eight in the evening till twelve, to hear 
readings. Nor is a French crown: a 
$mall price. Le Texier is said to have 
gained much in England by French 
readings, which I am inclined to believe. 
In France, however, I would advise him 
to turn actor, as his declamation and 
gesticulation are both very excellent 
indeed, and qualify him for a firs^rate 
performer. 



Many anecdotes contemporary with 
the reign of terror are still related every 
where. Well it were if some reasonable 
men were to collect such only as relate 
to the narrator himself, since even in 
this case historical credit seems to be 
defective. An author of respectability 
assured me he had been often at great 
pains to reconcile contradictions. 

Bonmoiizingj or the making of Hn* 
mots when a person was conducted to 
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the guillotine, became the fashion in 
France, as every thing does j no honest 
man could any longer distinguish him* 
^If by them, for even the chauffeurs 
became witty on the scaffold. 

Danton's bon mot is horrible. One 
of his companions in death was going 
to embrace him previous to execution : 
" Let it be as it is,*' said Danton, " our 
heads are sure to meet presently in the 
sack." The heads, it is well known, 
were all put together into one sack. 

At a convivial party, at which Talma 
was present, they took the fancy, after 
the cloth was removed, to play d la 
guillotine. For this purpose they used a 
fire-screen, which they pulled up and let 
dawn, and each person who wished it 
submitted his head, and the screen con- 
sequently fell on his -neck. The com- 
pany, as accident would have it, for the 
most pact consisted of Girondlstes^ who 
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were actually guillotined two days after-* 
wards. 

Madame Roland behaved very Srmly 
on the day of her execution, but was, 
on the eve of it, uncommonly moved^ 
Madame Talma, who was likewise con- 
fined with her, related to me that the 
unfortunate lady was playing, all night 
on the harpsichord, but that in so strange^ 
so shocking^ and so frightful a manner^ 
that the sounds will never escape her 
memory. The small spot on which the 
royal family were executed, (Place de 
Louis XV.) is still surrounded by plain 
wooden rails, and encompassed by the 
terrors of reminiscence. 



In Paris things pretty generally go by 
their real naipe. Only a certain conve* 
nience^ which in fact is very innocent, 
is designed by the expression of — lieu a 
rAngloise. A hair-dresser in the Palais 
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superfluities of her embonpoint^ and with 
it the obstacle to the fulfilment of all her 
wishes. " Alas !" answered she, with 
great ingenuousness, I have tried every- 
thing ; but others say that there is no 
remedy more effectual than to part from 
one's husband for a certain time: I went 
for this purpose, eight months into the 
country, Eh bien^ Monsieur^ je n^ai rien 
faitr^ This was a lady of quality, whose 
deportment was in all other respects 
very modest and decorous, and who, 
by the very manner of expression, plain- 
ly demonstrated that she said nothing 
that could be construed into an inde^ 
cency. 

People generally imagine that travel- 
lers are most strictly searched, question- 
ed, and watched on the frontiers of 
France, and afterwards in all the great 
towns through which they pass, not ex;- 



1 76 RECOLLECTIOJTS 

ceptirig the city of Paris, by . custora-. 
house officers, centinels, ,and; spies of 
the police. Whether. ;, the watching 
takes place, Twill not prc^emd.^ to , say; 
but that the other pajft .o£ the stqry is 
untrue, I can warrjwit. From; ; Geneva 
to Paris I was never, asjkxd for a pass- 
port hut once, when going through the 
Jittle.inountain fortress Eduse. On iny 
arrival in Paris, I expected nothing 
vtlian a detention of several hours in the 
.custom-houses^ police . offices, he . I 
.passed xhe barriers without being no* 
ticed by any person ; I took my seat in 
a public house without the landlord's 
asking me whether I had a passport or 
not- It was not till the following day I 
.took it to the ambassador, who gave me 
a certificate to be delivered to the poKce 
office, in order to obtain a ticket of resi- 
dence /)>m/zif ile sejourj. A ticket of 
Jthis kind has the well known advantagie 
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that the holder, wherever any thing is 
to be seen, has free admission, though 
the doors arc shut to the rest of the 
public. Exclusive of this, it secures him 
against every accident, upon producing 
this certificate. A person who does not 
consult his ambassador may, perhaps, 
come oflF equally well; but notwith^- 
standing, I would not advise him to 
omit this precaution. 

The permission of residence can only 
be obtained by a personal plication at 
the police office j a condition from which 
neither rank, nor sex, nor age, will ex- 
exempt; for ladies and children arc 
bound to make their personal appear- 
ance, because the ticket minutely de- 
scribes them from head to foot, and the 
whole is done with amazing dispatch. 
The secretary in whose department this 
nperation lies, a very polite rftan, and a 
native of Berlin, at one look surveys 

VOL. III. N 
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tnd conceives the whol^ form. He had 
scarcely cast a glance bij ine, fcut his 
pen rapidly set down ttie partfcularS, 
He fixed itty height at^'^w^ metre' and 
sevjenty-six centimetres yiTi which he Vas 
probably mistaken, as he with equal C6« 
lerity made my travelling companion, 
who Was evidently taller than I, smsdler 
by two centimetres. He then described,' 
with the like exactness, our hair, 
shape oif face, and so forth. Where a 
more precise definition would be too 
prolis, he makes shift <with the word 
nif^en^ which means middling ; my fdre- 
head, for instance, was J720;rfi2, my hose 
moyen^ my mouth tnoyen. All this ^is 
done gratis, ^th the greatest politehess 
and dispatch, in a fine brge hall, matcb^ 
less in its kind in the world, being em- 
bellished all round with the busts 6f tha 
most celebrated orators and poets. On 
taking leave, the secretary ^ves you 
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LOtice that it will be ncccsgaxy to call 
jjain at least eight days before: your de-. 
rartureji to fetch back the pa^sportjHand 
£ply for a trayeiling7 pass to the grand 
udge, / 

I would advise every traveller to dis- 
icnse with this formality, as it would. 
)C attended with a considerable loss of 
ime, money, ^ and running* about, of 
jrhich I have.j^recedents, and the pass, 
nay be obtained^^with .much .i^rcatcr 
onvemence and ^-expedition. The am- 
lassador, for instance, will grant him. 
Mie twenty-four hours previously to his 
r^arture, \\^iich he produces to the 
mnister for forei^n^ affairs, Talleyrand^ 
vhb put^ his name to it. Thus the 
lUsiness is settled, and the old passport* 
nay quietly remain in the police office. 

Among the curious public advertise-' 
nents, I remarked one in which somc- 

N 2 
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body begged, in the name of humanity, 
(^au nm de rhumanitS) for the restitution 
of a lost dog. Another announces an 
employment for un- hcmme de^ lettres^ 
fetching 1600 livres per annum, begging 
at the same timefrom him who shall ob- 
tain it, a recompense honnete* jSuch a venal 
offering of public offices appears revolt- 
ing to my fdings. A certain Madame 
Leon offers to dye the hair black or 
ohesnut colour, so as to become indelible 
for life, in a sitting of /our hours. 

Let me once more be allowed the di- 
version of seeing the Parisian hflux p^ss 
in transitory review in my imagination, 
I mean on horseback, for this sort - of 
gentry now-a-days fraternize only with 
the Houhymns* They ride in the JSpis de 
Boulogne^ calling out to each other : Quelle 
super be bete ! Ha that has not sucli a 
beast is insignificant. A bad horseman, 
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mounted on a lean hack, passes for an 
Englishman, particularly if he turns out 
his toes well. It is likewise fashionable 
to go spurred, and carry a whip without 
riding, A fashionable yduth salutes 
:nobody ; upon handsome ladies he casts 
a look ; to ladies' maids he tips a familiar 
wink ; to husbands he says bon sBir^ to 
his creditors he gives a sly touch of his 
hat, and to his father a squeeze of the 
hand. In order to insure his fortune, 
he must be pale and lean, he must be a 
liisser, a lasher, a mystical dasher, judg- 
ing every thing, yet understanding no- 
thing. The indecorous fashion of keep- 
ing one's hands in the flap of the breeches, 
has at last disappeared, and they have 
now receded to the pockets. 



Every thing worn by a beau must 
look rumpled, but nothing new; his 
stockings must hang down in bags, his 

^3 
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waistcoat be b\ittonje4 in a slovenly 
m2Lnn^9 he must no mpre w^ar Uncn^ 
but c^po shirts ; ; the buttons on Uw^ 
knees of ,b|i^ breeches, xnvi^t be so byt- 
toned^ as to. make his knee .app^ 
crooked ; he ndust wear but one ring 
and one^ watch : to take spuflf is getting 
rather out of fashion,, 3^'hile smoaking 
is conning into vogue iiv its stead ; the 
latter, has been learned in the army. 



SUPPLEMENT TO THE HEAD OF SOCIETIES 
AND DIVEJRSIONS. 

Why does yon lady sit thus agitated 
at her toilet table ? Why does she trem- 
ble at the idea that her hair-dresser 
inilliner will jyot come? Merely tO; 
plunge - ^fo a bustling crowd, to drop 
curtsies, sufid. make grimaces^} tp Ijiear 
sonietjl^in^ of ^tbousftnd persons scai^cely 



9 
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known by nanlc^tb admire, standing on 
tiptoe, some dancers, (who can only an* 
swer all ericomiunis by slight 1)0>vs to 
the right and left), to sit down for a" 
moment at the gaming table, to lose 
money, to yawri, to curse tht d-Dwd^to 
Mgh for tea, at last to take hierself off, 
grievously vexed at not having been 
taken more notice of, to go to bed at 
day-break, and to wake at iibori, in or- 
der to run again the same career. 

In certain houses, which are by r o 
means to be accounted of the least note, 
I large gaming table is placed in the 
centre of the saloon, as the most indis- 
perisable article dt furniture : this talbls 
being well laid out, the lady df tl^c hdusv 
Hkev/ise joins the coriipany, ca^ts her 
fifes every whef^, aii^cit calU but fi^om tfiiiiei 
to time : MessieUfs^- aui chartd'e/lers t f6t^ 
under' the lustt* thty depdsi£ lii^Wicfi^ 
N 4 
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for card-money as will support the whol 
house in its luxury/ 

The number of guests and not thei 
quality now gives iclat to a circle ; peopl 
of all ranks and conditions are invited 
a small number of ladies, a great numbe 
of men, especially foreigners, formed 
Fnglishmen, but now in preferenc 
Russians. 

,A11 the. apartments are open and illu 
minated* One neighbour whispers ii 
another's ear ; and general attention i 
only raised now and then by a smar 
calembourgy which darts through thi 
company with the quickness of light 
ning. Immediately after, all is hushe< 
in silence. Two young gentlemen con 
verse with the lady of the house, th 
others saunter to and fro, look at th 
sophas d I'antique^ at the Greek rooms 
the Roman bed, and the Chinese boudoir 



FROM PARIS. 185 

The mystic dashers and plaisants^ for- 
merly called jesters, resemble the lilies of 
the field, that do not work, and yet 
our heavenly Father supports them all. 
They sit down at the tables of the rich, 
and their arts consist in making grimaces, 
imitating the cries of various animals or 
thenoiseof a saw ; in changing their voice, 
playing antics quite alone behind the 
screen, dis^ui^ng themselves in a thou- 
sand varfous ways, turning an honest 
man into ridicule before a whole com- 
pany, &c. 

It is the ton totiy to neglect all the 
other ladies, and only td crowd about 
the handsomest, to stare at and al- 
most stifle her. About two o'clock in 
the morning comes a dancer par excel- 
lence^ and every body then calls out la 
gavotte^ la gavotte! ! 

The piano-forte is set to rights, a 
circle is formed, the company mount 
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upon the chairs ; they clap their handsi 
and the young man who dances with 
the lady of the house, with 
self complacency, ireciives, as a trftnit^ 
due to him, the compliments of tht 
company. He takes the precedence of - 
old and young people, never hands a' 
chair to a lady, talks at random of 
theatres^ literature, and the fine" arts, 
turns some clever learned man into ri- 
dicule by a calembourg^ lhtcTTXipts the 
most interesting conversation upon solid 
subjects by impertinent trifles, dashes 
out into mystics were it even against 
hid own father, boasts of having hissed 
the most recent theatrical performance, 
and plays a thousand other such tricks 

Of the waltz, he gives a dcCnitioili 
having first laughed at himiself, saying, 
" It is a* familiar dance, which requires' '[ 
the amalgatpatioii of both dancers, and 
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which flows Ukq oil upon smooth mar* 
hlcJ* If at supper he ^^ics^QHC of those 
Mpptevcakes which the French, call CA^- 
kffej he very wittily observes : I should 
indeed like to be the Werter of this Cbar^ 
htie^^ There arc people that arc apt to 
get into a passion at such a conceited 
young coxcomb ; it has been my own 
case before now. I have, however, for 
this long time Pfist hit upon an excellent, 
remedy, by reflecting upon the figure 
such a creature is likely to make at the 
expiration of ten or fifteen years. Pity 
then immediately takes the place of in- 
dignation. Ilie of freedom which 
prevails in . all places of public resort, 
where all classes of people are mixed, 
naturally attracts thither a multitude of 
young people, who are absolutely im- 
patient of every kind of restraint* and 
they here find their school pf politeness. 
Madame Recamier, once going to Frai* 
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catty where she dearly paid for the 
pleasure of being handsome, really 
excited pity, if you saw her swimmiflg ' 
in the crowd, tossed to and fro, and 
yainly endeavouring to make good her 
retreat. People got upon the chairs to 
look at her ; every heck was stretched 
out ; the hindmost pushed the foremost i 
and in all likelihood the object of this 
oppressive admiration would have been 
suffocated at hst, had not her agility 
and dexterity afforded her an oppor- 
tunity iti a few minutes to escape. 

Let nobody ima^ne he will find real 
pleasure in puUic places of this kind. 
The Parisian plunges into a crowd, be- 
cause ht is a stranger to the quiet joys 
of domestic privacy. The word plakir 
for hini is only ah expression, a fa^tm de 
parler. He has the pleasure'to see you, 
to hear you, to speak with you, but to 
him' who has this pleasure you arc ne- 



FROM PARIS. 189 

vertheless perfectly indifferent. He had 
the pleasure of dining with such a one, 
where he felt terrible emui. You give 
him an invitation, he tells you he 
receives it with great pleasure, but he 
never comes. You ask leave to lay 
hold of his arm — " With a great deal of 
pleasure, Madame and all the while he 
mutters a curse between his teeth, for 
he has a mortal aversion to such a re- 
straint. 

The taste for what is called fetes cham- 
petres is much upon the decline, for the 
places where these rur^l feasts used to be 
given, multiplied to infinity; and it was 
ridiculous to see a person that planted a 
small bit of ground with a couple of 
espalier trees, created a meandering 
little puddle, or raised a shabby looking 
fountain, give to them the high sound- 
ing names of Isle de Venus ^ J^rdin de 
Paphosy d^Apollon^ Elysee^ Frascatiy les 
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Grands Maronnier-iila^^ikurnktiln^^ 
kcicc. ' ' ^ ' ' , 

The fifc-works; ^iaittfcidirly ku^ 
giere^s, arc ^ very populJI* itausetocrit^^^^ 
and thie beSt plity will ncvclr attract such 
a concourse of pcojple. * Of the theat^icds 
of amateurs little inore is now heard, 
T^e young men play at Ranelagh, a;! 
long as the weather peftnits, the jeu de 
barres (cricket); and as ther6 is isilways' 
a numbers of ladies wbo c6me to be 
spectators, it ihay ea^ly be supposed 
that here too vanity^ ofiklaLtes as pre- ' 
sidcnt. ' 

The public baUs, "which are always* 
pompously adyertised-, af<j truly iflsigni- . 
fitant. Here it h z Cailno Fen^tienj^z^ 
S^lle de Terpsk/jorej &c.; th6re a^ grand:' 
orchestra ; there again a mis'e 'decenfe' 
(decept dress) is made a condition sine 
qudnm of admittance ; and if a stranger, 
trusting to all this bombast, comcs^ in 
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well dressed^ ^ s^"-^ v^P fift^ ?Jiicap 
of ill-bred clowns in boots, with j^Qypd 
hats^n their h^^d^ ajod 4th^^ grand or* 
chestra con^istjJ, J5ye poqr ^eatures^ 
ope of whooi is a ,bt?ck J^ian,J>»ting an. 
©t^Ipng drum wif^ one iaja4, 2^d playing, 
on a fife with th^ other, b^jt^wfef 9 ,th|5 
dances they give Jfloi^rishes ofi tfec, 
Ffench-horn. . Neither nature nor art^ 
•lend charms , tQ ihe fair sex here}, an^ as:, 
to .rapdesty, l.jcpuld no ^wh(?r€ mget,: 
with it. A rai;^ r,c6ne;n4^n t, J fouQ|d ^in^ 
several dandqg-^po^. A iy:pfil(? painter^ 
sets up his stall in one of the corners,, 
and ill an instw}tj>,,at ^; ::«io^eifate pHce, 
furnishes prpj^l^s* Aloyeij^M^PiIi?^ p^-| 
Jiaps seldom ppportu^ityvvPf seeinig i 
the object of .ihis ajffections, jaiay here . 
CQntrive so , as tq^ - fn^e h^r fof; a mox , 
jnent. stand in t^e^,stall, .wb$r^-,fth€ will; 
at least lea^fe hiro^her^Ji^ Ir. . 
Fqrm€xJy^<J)i(^^ ; 
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France for ivs- salutary rigoui*, but now 
such a method wotijd b6 cafflcd pedan- 
try. Folinerly, labour ^ai4?he cttstoia; 
earnest appKcatioft" the guide of sC&dki j 
and math^^mieitics^ tht^ an<ii^ht tartgustges, 
the sciences and the fiiieT'^^fe,* thief -ob- 
jects of the learner's pursuft. A ymti^ 
man just coming out ^ of school ^ co^Id 
certainly not cut a figure upon entering 
into company, and it war; th^ ttri: dF 
the ladfes gradually m giv^' him^tite 
polish of genteelrefiilemem. But now the 
dear child is kept jabdJv%-ifl things, fr^^ 
over-fatigUihg himself A^lth' study; the 
ancient languages ai*c deenied superfiijU 
0US5 arid thc-ffric OTtsV'^hfeh wcre:b^^^^ 
fore mere tbllatfefals, sow 
main object. What Wis then caBcd the 
c/assis is ' i!i6y/^ abolishedy >and there* are 
only coui*ste5 df public leeturts^i'wheite 
the ladies and Strangers - nufnerousiy 
attend/ and occupy the ieaitii of hdaoun 



FROATPARiar 193 

Hie real pupils must sit behind, just 
fike the rabble in the juridical ceremony 
of tke marriage of flgaro* The sweet 
praltling, and the killing looks of the 
ladies prepare the children for their lesr 
son: atbtstythegallasit professor makeshis 
ai^)eurance9 but he is no longer a dull 
pedaat as f^nrmerly ; he is known in 
evetiy sodbl circle, |ie is a member of ^1 
the lyoeumsy genteel^ fonisby in short, a 
ddidous man. He is received with a 
glad murmuring, and modestly snuffs 
in the incense with his nose, walking in 
a bending attitude through the hall. In 
order to teach the pupils to read^ the 
professor reads, and whatf^a satire of 
Boileau, or a song of Cresset's Vert-vert y 
or perhaps a few words on some an- 
cient author. His end is entertainment 
and not instruction ; he, therefore, skips 
over every thing serious, concluding 
with the reading of his m^n verse^ 

VOL. IJU o 
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amidst the loudest clapping of hands 
on the part of the audience; thus a 
twelvemonth passes, and the prizes arc 
distributed. This formerly took place 
with pompous solemnity, but 'is now 
performed in one of the most fiiscinat. 
ing circles. All the belles attend, be- 
cause concerts and balls are given j they 
little think about theprizes; here too 
the pupils make a brilliant figure, and 
they prophesy that this or that one will 
soon become a capital dancer. 

This kind of solemnity is still moFt 
scrupulously and nicely observed in 
the boarding-schools for young .ladies. 
There plays are acted, in which the girls 
stifle the fascinating coyness of i.-ino- 
cence, in order to please by their graces, 
and afterwards in dancing, to rival the 
most expert women in coquetry. 

Formerly a young lady would have 
taken it very ill, had any body told her 
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that she danced like a stage-player; but 
now it is the only encomium that can 
be worthily bestowed on a good dancer. 

The youthful fair are now likewise 
amateurs of the arts. A girl scarcely fif- 
teen years old will stand before David's 
painting, and, attentively gazing through 
her opera glass at the stark-naked Sabine, 
will observe, that such a muscle is full 
of energy , but such a one Jike nothing. 
She will talk of the tibia, of the abdo- 
men, and God knows of what more. 
As* the pretty accomplishment of holding 
a fiin before one's eyes was not to be 
entirely suppressed, but was, however, 
found troublesome, recourse has been 
liad to tlic medium of Jislng t]^ opera- 
llass between the fan-sticks^ v/liich h a 
complete remedy. 

Both mother and daughter now dress 
ilike, they thou one another, and if they 
wangle, neither will give way. Both 
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dance la gavotte; they sing, play at 
cards, ride home separat^y, commit 
follies, intrust them to one another, 
they scold each other, and both domineer 
in the family. The only thing in whidi 
they differ is, that the mother wears 
diamonds^ and the daughter fiowers. 

A young man from the country cajme 
on a visit to a young lady betrothed to 
him, he found her i^i^rart^tc . with a 
young man, having before her zsi aca^ 
demie (a small statue of plaster of 
Paris) : to karn drawing, she took les- 
sons in anatomy. " Wcajrc juat now,*' 
said her master, : upon th? mus- 
cles of the loins^ let us fiwr the pxeaent 
get to theabdomen :V thus the !fancy 
of this girl was jumping from muscle to 
muscle.— Her lover asking where her 
mother was, " Ov* replies she, " the 
little rake! she was watzing too much 
last night." — After this, she requested 



her intended spouse to accompany het 
to the riding-house, where, on her arri- 
val, she jumped upon a brisk horse, and^ 
gallopping away like lightning, left the 
poor country lout staring open-mouth* 
cd at the disappearance of his vision. 

From the riding-house she went to 
the dwimming-school, C ecoie de natation J 
where the gentle bride entered a closet; 
and soon after appeared in a large bath- 
" ing shirt, which having dropt, she stood 
exposed \o view in nankeen waistcoat 
and pantaloons closely fitting her body, 
and with these she jumped into the wa* 
ter. Her bridegroom, who never hoped 
to see all these charms before the wed* 
ding day, let her swim, hastened home, 
helped himself to put his horses before 
the carriage, and with the utmost pre- 
cipitancy, nay, even without taking 
leave, returned to the country » — must 
frankly confess here, that the above ob- 
0% 
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servations are not entirely my own, bot 
that another very nice observer has con- 
tributed a few. 



The modern devotiqn of the Parisians 
appears to me, as every thing of ,th^eirs 
docs, mere fashion. I wa$ present . at 
the chanting of a solemn high mass at 
the church of J<lotre Da^nef whidi was 
crowded with flocks of the piou^j. ! 
very closely observed then[i, and (;puljdi 
discover but little deyotioQ, for aU pf 
them had brought nothing but their 
play-house looks. The vocal music was 
excellent, but too feeble for such a larg^ 
edifice. The entrance into the ^ choir 
costs sixpence. , 

Boards were suspended on the arches, 
announcing the prices to be . paid for 
the chairs let for hire. If a T<? Dcim 
was chanted, I found them the dearest, 
probably because a7> /)^a/.must first 



FROM PARIS. ^ 199 

be purchased at a dear rate. I heard a 
bell belonging to the steeple, which has 
a most awful, tremendous sound, and 
is called Bourdon. 



Louis XVL and Marat, in short, all 
the venerable, as well as the worthless 
victims of the revolution, are so com^ 
pletely sunk in oblivion, that all my 
jpains to discover the church-yard ds 
la Madelaine^ where they are buried^ 
were fruitless; my lacquey de place pre- 
tended to know nothing at all about 
it. At last, I was infcmned, that this 
chilrch-yard had been sold to a smith, 
who had converted it into -a garden. I 
instantly repaired to the spot, but the 
smith was not at' home; the people in 
the house would not voudi for the cor»- 
rectness of my information, but were 
of opinion, that not a single trace of 
graves remained in their garden; for 
^4 



the qutck Um^^ mMi whith tiie hblo ^ 
which die <>^ip8ies'^fa^ 
were fiSed op, hid ikjnwim^ them^llU. 
To be biief^ I #as obfiged to Wlthd»w» 
however much 4^had wished to ^i/txnA 
tin the i^^/ where the boqes ^af uuEoAu- 
fiate men a^hd^^^^ .netnain mixed 
together. A hdy iafitsrwards. ankured 
toe that^ the spot w«lk8'/n<y&q(Mdy sdtt to 
be fotirid j bmt tliat'ibw99;e9en phnied 
with ihm^ii&m liitt^cwtmt homow&f 
cwing^o the tod .greal^'eriswd/iBf: 
tors, hid Ill^iC^tl^^jar^^ bbd^^ 
^In this Hefwdl peribctly rij^ 

idtteil) aire st^i^^at^tyaisdwfecefejthe 
beaux' are 'ttfllift^ it^^ is 

tihd ihiiiheir, wbidi has nmhing^ o£^ an 
attractive nature; nujrnbet^o&ij^hs 
tross each otfacen ^ Having onct entered 



- noM sol 

It, a person in^y . ride as far the palace 
of la Bagatelle^ formerly bdon^ng to the 
Ccmit (cTJbipis J where every thing is con^ 
fined within a very narrow^ace* The 
entrance to it bears this inscription, 
Farva seii wpta. It b now k^t by a 
RestaunaeuTj who takefe fifteen sous lor 
admission, and fifty more for a small 
glass of paltry Madeira. The prospect 
is charming,^ and^he paric romantically 
wild. Some rooms still contain the old 
furniture; tnit most of them have been 
plundered by the niifiaabrnditti.- it is 
^impossible so small; a; .place fili^uld af- 
ford more beauty and conveniefice» 
aReturnuig, you pas^ by cykv^ntToyii 
castle called La Muetiu Here slept 
Marie Antoinette tua the. eve of Jier 
.weddiog<<Uy } and, ^sfiupdy, h& dreams 
could not dive into the dark bosooft^ 
futurity ! 
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Toung folks are complained of for 
being ignorant, and yet positively de* 
ddisg every thing* b not tlm the asi 
everywhere? Nobody nnderstands,]nay^ 
nobody learns any more the great art 
of bearing and of being silenU *'Lool: 
there. Sir/' quoth an old Frenchman in 
my presence, ** there, in that antique 
chair, my father used to sit ; methinks I 
see him now; he spoke little, but was 
quick of hearing. His attention con- 
ferred an additional interest upon all 
that was said, the vivacity of his eyes 
was eloquence itsetf; but to observe a 
look of his, you must have taken it iot 
the most persuasive reply. There hangi 
his portrait, and we think he is listen- 
ing still! O pray do not turn the leaves 
of the book that still lies on the chimney- 
piece, the same spot where my father 
ceased to read, what he had so often 
read ; Plutarch's treatise, entitled, How to 
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iisten. He frequently conversed with 
me upon its contents; for with me he 
would break silence, to recommend 
hearing. That will be learned by de- 
grees, he used to say,, and it is a thing 
a$ difficult to be learned as speaking 
well. The prudent Chancellor ITIopital 
set a high value on this treatise. Our 
young folks resemble the portico with 
seven voices, to be seen in Olympias of 
yore; they continually repeat what 
tl>ey have said, and nobody pays any 
attention to them. You are almost . 
^ tempted to • call out to them with 
Aristotle: God be thjiuked I have kgs^ 
not to be obliged to hear. - 

" And whence these errors? they 
.would not be taught to listen. The art 
of hearing is the beginning of the art of 
pleasing. 

" In talking, we only shew 3 desire 
to be amiable, but in listening, we are 
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SO in reality. During the first year 
of the revolution, my father lived in the 
country^ ;!ind every party in his haaikt 
placed him among the number of those 
who judge welL No faction pur- 
sued Hm, all revered his tadtumity. 
Many have in those stormy times, 
profited by his example. A man may 
pass, without speaking, for a great 
orator; let him but listen in a certain 
manner, let him but eye folks atten* 
tively, and here and there give a nod; 
at last, people will fancy they have re- 
ceived the very answer they wished for.* 
One day, tny father having been quite 
dumb in this manner, one of the comi> 
pany assured him how extremely ^bd 
he was to find him of his opinion. 
If you g^ve no answer at all, people 
will make themselves one according to 
their own liking.^ 
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The honourable title of Artiste, is sin- 
gularly sported with in Plris. Artiste 
en Marbre is what we commonly call a 
stonecutter j Artiste en Peinture^ a house* 
painter; and Monsieur Joly is one of 
the most celebrated Artistes en Cbeveuix. 
He appears in his equipage, hops in, 
scarcely greets you, and seems as if he 
meant to take off his hat. He then 
proceeds before the looking-glass, ad- 
justs his frock, pulls up his buckskin 
breeches and boots, kisses the lady's 
hand, orders o^e of his hair boxes to 
be brought, and displays the whole 
variety of the articles, which he calk 
sentimensj souvenirs^ &c. He then, after 
a minute's pause,. and in .a vj^ry careless 
manner, fastens his comb to the lady's 
head, and in the^ same space of time 
finishes dressing her, and this minute 
gone, he vanishes like lightning. The 
aiists shoe-blacks^ living tfz^x Trois Frhes^ 



206 RECOLLECTIONS 

pflssage du Panorama^ have the foBow- 
ing insci^^tidh on thdr ^gn : 

O vous qui redoutezles taches et la crotte. 
Amateurs de Joumaux, de proprete, de vers, 
Entrez ici, lisez, soufifrez qu'on vous decrott^ 
Et livrez a nos soms la botte et le revers. 

The artists shoemakers are most punc- 
tiliously ambitious of shewing their 
skill, in making them wear out as fast 
as possible* A non-elegant^ complaining 
to his shoemaker that oiie pair of hew 
ones had lasted him but a fortnight: 
" a fortnight ?* cried the artist, >' then 
they surely were not of my making, for 
mine never exceed the age of eight or 
tendays/^ 



The usurers of Paris lend on every 
pledge the fifth part of its vahie, de- 
ducting at the same time five per ceiit. 
per fiioteth iht^rek,^ iind 'thcn' ask you 
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to give pin- money for their wives, 
which is to consist in watches, .ringsi. 



A lady of the world first wishes to 
please, now and then to be amiable, and 
at last respectable, but the latter only, 
if nothing better is to be done; or to ap- 
pear remarkable, for, indeed, there is a 
coquetry in morals as there is in dress, 
and as good luck will have it, virtue has 
sometimes the chance of being fashion- 
able. 

" - I have no time .to esteem you,'* 
" said a lady once to a goodi-natured 
man, who caused her ^wz^/,'* " if you 
could please me, it would have happened 
much quicker/' 

The new regulation for wearing 
mourning iziakes it incumbent on a 
wife to wear sable weeds one year and 



2o8 UCOIXE^TIONS 

rix weeks for Iicr husband ; but theht* 
€cr only wears black ax months for 
his dear half. The spirit of this law I 
am at a loss to comprehend. 

To suckle children was the fashion. 
Ninv^ powerful reasons are urged against 
the fulfilment of this grateful duty. 
Many infants cannot digest their mo- 
ther's milk, and so the preference is 
given to wet-nurses. Ladies of tender 
nerves make bad nurses. The country 
air is better for children. Mothers fon* 
die and spoil their o&pring too much* 
Nature insbts, in fact, on a mother's 
suckling her own infant ; but as it is,we 
have attained a degree of civilization 
which forbids suckling, like many other 
duties powerfully commanded by na- 
ture. Who could withstand such ar- 
guments ? 

Among the number of establishments 
worthy of imitation which I have al- 
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mdy passed uiider review? How many- 
are there which I have left iindescribed?- 
13iere is a sejour conservatoire .de sante 
(conservative abode of health), where 
both sexes. may hire places for months, 
for years, -ox for life, to nurse their 
health, or for economy's sake, or from 
motives of sociability, or to get rid of all 
domestic cares. ; Strangers, of every de* 
scription, those who arc required to un- 
dergQ operations, or such as fall sick at 
the public inns, or lying-in women ; 
in fine, alli:ho8e who are. remote from, 
their families, and need attendance on 
care, here find an abode. 

They find likewise baths, mineral wa- 
ters> convenience,, and good company.. 
Tl>e prices, however, of these variou^^. 
articles have no limited standard. 

From Paris opportunities are daily to* 
be found to travd to^ every part of thcL 

VOL. \iu R . 
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wo'rli^ iliytj.that generally cbeap, con* 
vcnient^ and quickly, . 

A carriage with four sea^, suspended 
on elastic springs, goes to Lyons in 
four days; to Marseilles, to Ghent, Gre* 
noble, or Chambery, in five days and a 
half ; to Turin in nine, and. to Milan 
in eleven days, &c. In these convey* 
ances you are allowed to repose at 
proper inns every night. 

It is very pleasant for a stranger, who 
has any thing to dispose of which he 
does not want, that, instead of being at 
the trouble of getting rid of it himself, 
he need but apply to the Bmenu dei Af^ 
fiches^ which saves him the trouble, for 
a very moderate consideration ; or, if he 
wish to dispose of his property by auc- 
tion, he sends it to the Cabinet ArbitraU 

Families of respectability in the best 
quarters of Paris will often, ofier board 



to Strangers. They are for the most 
part reduced ex-nobles, who are now in 
want of such aid to procure a decent 
support ; but they never sneak after 
mean lucre. Their table is as good as 
that of the best reslaurateurs^ you find 
select company ; you may practise the 
language, and learn the bon ion of the 
Parisians, for in these houses you are 
like an invited guest, and as such treat- 
ed by the landlady and her boardiers* 

During my stay in Paris, a gentleman, 
formerly a major, announced an estab- 
lishment by the name of Propyle^^ or 
Vestibule des Vojageiir^ where every one 
that had an intention to set out on hia 
travels was to receive every instruction 
conducive to his purpose, such as 
directions on the road, indications of 
curiosities, draughts of beautiful land- 
scapes, or monuments, portraits of cele*. 
bratcd ladies and gentlemen ; even let- 
P 2 



terj of retoramendatioa wereproonss^ ^ 
pj'ovidcd the receiver of them would 
give substantial security for the pro- 
priety of his subsequent conduct. Be- 
sides this, lessons were to be given in the 
languages, history, literature, anthro- 
pology, natural history, oditoUg^ (science 
of tiavjsUing). Tliere you could likewise 
find extracts from the best' travellers^ 
and from the correspondence of the 
Propylee. It was also permitted to be 
present at two literary assemblies a 
month, and at two concerts ; the latter^ 
to get acquainted with the music of all 
the nations on the globe and the for- 
uier, to obtain a proper knowledge of 
the state of literature and the arts all 
over Europe. 

On paying twelve francs per months 
a person could be admitted, if he had a 
mind, as a pupil, or amateur j and pay- 
ing one half more, he could bring ladies 



With him, as competitors for the annuiil 
prizes of gold medals, and so forth. 
The minister for the hdoie department 
wrote the: projector a very flattering 
letter. 

PreOTant ladies that wish to lie-in 

o 

privately find many opporiunities with 
physicians and SOTgeons, who, in great 
numbers, offer their houses, every con- 
venience, and the most respectful treat- 
ment, allowing, at the same time, theit, 
own spouses to officiate as midwives. 

In Paris a person may learn every 
-thing ; the exercise of jurisprudence, tha 
making of ballads, chemical experiments^ 
and artificial flowers. The latter ii 
promised to be taught in a few hours. 
Besides all this, the invaluable art to 
speak and write a language which every 
body may understand, and read, in all 
countries (p^s/gmphie et pasilatie\ maybe 
learned of a certain Demamicuxiov twelvd 
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francs in a couple of honrs^ This uni- 
versal WTiting has no more than twelve 
letters, and twelve rules ; and the lan« 
jpiage founded upon it, three rules only. 

The SociSte desObservateursde l* Homme, 
^efficiently expresses the end of its la- 
bours by the title it has chosen. Four- 
*croy IS the president ; and Jauffret, so 
well known byhiswritings on education, 
the secretary. In the sitting at which 
I was present (and in which I was sur- 
prised by a diploma appointing mc one 
of its members), JaufFret read an in- 
teresting treatise on the customs and 
manners of the savages; on which oc- 
casion the numerous audience was 
agreeably efitertaincd by his exhibiting 
at the same time the- dresses, arms, and 
Utensils, of those uncultivated races. 

The retired actor Ld JUve has an^ 
nounced; z cmrs de I* art dramalique^ and 
-proiniseff amply to treat, in twelve git- 
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tings, of the necessary qualifications of 
an actor, his voice, pronunciation, looks, 
hearing, feeling, expression, imagination, 
inspiration, seduction, truth, dignity, 
-diction, jealousy, slavish imitation and 
aflfectation, declamation, courage, good 
and bad hearts, pleasures and displea- 
sures of the dramatic art, the causes of 
its decline, criticism, &c. &c. 

I think I am rendcx*ing a service to 
my readers, by giving them at the close 
of this article the address of a booksel- 
ler, who has conceived the idea, equally 
singular and useful, to sell nothing but 
odd volumes of books, that such as have 
lost a volume of any work may here 
have it made complete^ as otherwise 
the whole work becomes useless : with 
him are to be found the best French 
authors in the greatest variety cf edi- 
tions, and what iie has not he ^dea- 
vours to pfocure. It is natural to 
P 4 
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suppose he does not seil these produc- 
tions at the usual price ; but how plea- 
sant it is for a lover of titerature to make 
up a deficiency of this kind. Thb man's 
name is Cordier, Rue Trofuersiere St. H(h 
nori^ No. 771, . near Rui du Hazard^ in 
-the first floor in the court. 

However much has been said abroad 
of the dearness of provisions in Paris,! 
'did not find it so ; but I am rather con- 
•vinced that one may live, in the same 
^manner, much cheaper here than atBer- 
lin. As to Petersburgh, it admits of 
:no comparison. I myself, for instance, 
'lived in one of the* best streets in that 
•city, in the Hotel Angleterre^ near the 
Pa/aU Royaly and in the Ticinity of five 
«or «ix theatres. My lodgings consisted 
•of a servant's hall,^ith stoves, a draw- 
ing-room, a ibcd-room, a study, a dres^- 
^.•sing^room, a small room for my valet, 
^ao entresol^ and a wood^house. The 



•chimneys were of marble, the floors co- 
-vered with beautiful carpets, silk and 
tapestry hangings, clocks, large pier glas- 
ses, and elegant papering ^ for all which 
I paid twelve louis-d^ors per month. In 
very good but more distant parts of the 
town, all this may be had for an eighth 
of this price. Yet I cannot forbear ob- 
serving here, that a banishment of the 
English from Paris has brought on a 
^considerable reduction of the terms: 
shortly before this happened, my lodg- 
'ings were let for twenty hniis-d'ors. 
With regard to eating and drinking,.! 
<Iiave already been sufficiently explicit* 
For two shillings, or two and eight 
pence, a person may dine well, and 
drink hisrpint of wine^ Equipages and 
theatres are deai:, A suit of the be^ 
cloth may ^be . had from five, to sir 
.pounds, and the best boots from suec- 
•teen to twenty .shillings* 
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I have likewise seen exhibited at Paris 
that old and remarkable rag, ycfep'd the 
tapestry of Queen Matilda^ which is ssid 
to have been embroidered by the consort 
of William the Conqueror. Montfaufon 
had it engraved on copper-plate. It con- 
tains the history of the conquest of Eng- 
land, near eight centuries old, measujes 
two hundred and fourteen feet in length, 
but only eighteen inches in breadth. It 
was formerly in the cathedral church of 
Bayeux, where it was exhibited on cer* 
tain festival occasions. Latin inscripK 
tions, partly erased by the destructive 
ravages of time, are to "be reatfat the 
head of the figures. It is impossible 
the queen alone should have completed 
such an undertaking; she certainly 
needed the assistance of all the ladies of 
the court. Surely it is an inter^stitig 
exhibition, if a person's mind can trans- 
port itself into the spirit t>f the eleventh 
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century, and see the female part o( a 
court thus laudably occupied with em* 
broidery. How many a beautiful much- 
kissed hand, of which there is not a 
bone now left, may have put stitches 
licre. 

When it was publicly announced in 
Paris that, for good reasons, by order of 
the government, this monument was 
suspended, and exhibited gratis in the 
museum Napaleon^ the concourse of spec- 
tators was numerous beyond descrip* 
tion. The halls were never empty, and 
tlie stair-cases were much crowded. But 
unless a person's imagination be very 
lively, a spectator will discover little or 
nothing in it. The drawings are such 
as children four years old might make: 
it is wdl that you may always read on 
the top what they are to represent : for 
example. Hie Harold mare navigavit ; or 
over a thing much resembling an arbor. 
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you see inscribed, scclesia (church), &c 
.For lovers of the study of ancient cos- 
.tumes,*this relic is at any rate worthy 
<)f notice. There rides Harold, with a 
ialcon on his feet, and his hounds- run- 
ning before him. He and his retinue 
are beardless, yet they wear whiskers. 
By this they distinguish themselves from 
.the Franks. Small cloaks, resembling 
the chlamys of the Greeks, are fixed on 
the right shoulder. At a feast, you see 
drinking horns. On the ships, which 
are all single masted, a row of shields is 
•ranged on both sides, exactly as they are 
seen on the pictures from Hcrculaneum, 
On the French shields you discover an 
emblem, or a certain sort of coat of 
,arms, wliich was not, however, heredi* 
. tary at that time. A dwarf, with the 
•jaame of Turold over his head, performs 
'vthe functions of a page. - The table at 
^which William is diixing with his ba- 
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rons forms a semi-circle, and the cup \i 
presented to him with genuflection. ^ 

In the combat, you sec the ridcrsJ 
brandish their lances, the infantry bend-% 
ihg their bows, and their, shields loaded^ 
as it were with arrows. * 

So far the I order of the tapestry is^ 
lined with birds and all sorts of gro- 
tesque figures, but farther on it is strew- 
ed with corpses. 

This was a custom of tlie ancients j for 
instance, on the sarcophagus represent- 
ing the battle of the Amazons with the 
Athenians, a bishop is fighting with a- 
glove, probably, that he may not be 
suspected of harbouring the intention of 
shedding blood. This battle, which' 
placed William the Conqueror and his- 
family on jthe throne of England, was 
fought in the year 1 066, and with it the 
tapestry ends ; but it is torn so, that it 
may be "plainly perteivcd it has been 
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longer. Antiquaries pretend that its 
continuation went as far as the corona- 
tion of William. Every story, as on the 
luu^reliefs of the antients, is parted from 
the subsequent ones by trees, houses, 
and other decorations of this kind. 



Never shall I forget the Sunday break- 
fasts of the dramatic authors, to which 
I was generally invited. Here they as- 
sembled, by turns, in their respective 
houses, and the breakfast was a la four^ 
ebetiej but rather frugal. One of them 
afterwards reads his most recent dt^L^ 
matic labours, which is not, however, 
done with a view of flattering the au- 
thor's vanity j but every one of them 
frankly gives his opinion, which those 
present investigate, discuss, approve, or 
reject, and of which the author profits. 



an old man of 70, had been rec^ 
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tor in the village of Gagny, in the de*- 
partment of Seine and Oise 25 years;, 
but, like many others, was proscribed 
and transported. Having wandered 
about for many years in a state o€ 
wretchedness, a milder government per- 
mitted him at last to revisit his native: 
home. A short time before my arrival,; 
he paid a visit to the mayor of Ville- 
mamble, a village in the neighbourhood 
of Gagny. Being so near his former 
mansion, he felt an irresistible desire of 
revisiting his old steeple. The mayor 
attended him^ At the sight of his vil- 
lage the hoary sire was extremely agi- 
tated,. and could walk no further with- 
out being . supported by his friend. 
Scarcely had he;. past the first houses, 
scarcely had some of the inhabitants per- 
ceived him, but shouts of joy resounded 
all over the place, with the exclamation : 
Otir old parson is returned J Men, wo- 
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men, and cbildren, throng^ to see bim r 
he was; surrounded, almost sl^ifled with^ 
caresses, and lo^ed wkh : blessiags.- 
Every one wished to ^treat him j one 
drags him into this house, another into* 
that ; they produce the children born 
since his absence; they will not suffer 
him to depart, without pledging -hi» 
jpromise to come and say mass on jthe 
following Sunday ; he promised it, aixd 
kept his word. Though .no more he 
found his sacerdotal habits, and the for-t 
mer ornaments of the cliurch, yet the 
whole altar was decorated with flowers^ 
and the whole village was contained 
within the precincts of the church. He 
performed the sacred functions of his 
office with heart -moving sensibility, 
upon which a Te Beum was suddenly 
chanted. He asked why 'i'-:We cek'^ 
brate ycur retuYn^ was thxj answer. 
Scarcely able to sustain the weight of so 
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much cordial attachment, he Ipaves the 
church; a solemn deputation of his flock 
wait on him with the earnest prayer to 
return to the parsonage, and end the re- 
maining days of his venerable career in 
the midst of his children. Such had not 
been his design ; he had longed for soli- 
tary repose, but what resistance can be 
opposed to such prayers ? Scenes of this 
kind, I am assured, have happened in 
several places. 

I conclude the memorindums in my 
pocket-book with a just animadversion. 
During the latter days of my stay at 
Paris, there appeared a work, by Pigault 
le Brun, in two volumes, entitled, Le 
Citateur^ which bears much analogy to 
Voltaire's Bible Enjin ExpHquie^ and 
from which it has perhaps been entirely 
borrowed : it consequently contains the 
most horrible abuse against religion and 
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the scriptures. The author, without 
scruple, aiKxed his name to it ; the book- 
seller, Barba, without hesitation, print- 
ed it; the Censor, without the least 
difficulty, permitted it to be printed; 
the police, without pbjection, permits 
it to be publicly vended in the Palais 
Royal. 1 hus the most infamous calum- 
nies against our Saviour, Christ, are free 
^nd current in Paris : but I would not 
advise any one to write, though it were 

but a single line, against , unless 

he wishes to take his chance of a voy- 
age to the shores of Cayenne. 




T.GiUaC, Piiater, Crown-court, Flett-itreet. 



